Southeastern
Microfilm Inc.

Product,
Equipment
and Service

The established leader in innovative
approaches to micrographics for
records management.

We Offer:

» the most complete line of microfilm
products, equipment and services
in North Carolina;

« the only full-service micrographics
processing center in the state;

» state-wide equipment service &
maintenance;

* on-site microfilming services;

» guaranteed ANSI & AIIM state,
federal or Department of

Defense standards.

We are an authorized
micrographics dealer for
e
MINOLTA

Raleigh * Greensboro * Charlotte « Asheville

Call Toll Free: 1-800-532-0217

118 — Fall 1991

From the President

Here [ am two years and eight columns later - trying to
think what I can possibly write that will let you know the
worth of our association. What are the things that make
the North Carolina Library Association special?

The first thing that comes to mind is the diversity of
the membership. Among the 2200 to 2600 members we
report duringa biennium, we have people who fill all kinds
of jobs in libraries, trustees of public libraries, vendors, and
friends of libraries. The interests of the membership vary
from the types of libraries they work in every day to the
defense of the freedom to read to literacy education to the
special concerns of women and minorities in the profes-
sion to legislative activity that affects libraries. We also
have a strong interest in recruiting individuals into the
library and information services professions and in
mentoring them during the first few years they work in
libraries. We cannot forget the emphasis that some members
give to special collections and to preservation. We are a
multi-faceted, vital association.

The second thing that comes to mind is that we are an
active membership. We don't just pay dues and wait for
North Carolina Libraries to show up once a quarter. Twenty-
six people are active members of the Executive Board.
About 114 members serve on fourteen association- wide
committees. Each of the ten Sections and five Round
Tables has an active executive board that is made up of at
least five people and usually more, There is no way [ can
estimate how many members are serving on committees of
the Sections and Round Tables. And then there is the
Editorial Board of North Carolina Libraries that puts in many
hours each quarter to produce this high quality journal. It
is amazing to think all of us are focusing so much attention
on one organization and one profession.

The continuity and flexibility within the governing
documents - the constitution and by-laws - of NCLA are
another important element of the association. Goals and
standing committees are provided for in the constitution.
A new handbook has been produced during this biennium
that provides further direction to the association. All of
these things together give us a basic plan of governance
and provide for responses to current issues.

Another important element of the association that
comes to mind is our regional and national activities. We
are affiliates of the Southeastern Library Association and
the American Library Association. We have official liaisons
to their governing bodies. We are respected because of the
size of our membership and because of the way we do
things. | am particularly proud of our participation in the
national library legislative day held each April in Wash-
ington, DC.

We are a part of a large, diverse, active, and well-
respected state library association that fosters interaction
for discussion of library-related issues and for networking,
professional growth, and research and publication. Each of
us continues to have an important role to play.

These two years have been a time for me to think

... see From The President continued on page 164.
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Research ... continued.

missing call number appropriate to their classification schemes.

The final question asked whether OCLC could run special
programs to fix standardized problems in the database. Examples
of successful programs are the name authority flip performed at
the advent of AACR2 and the provision of default data in the
fixed field which changed over 2.75 million records. The study
concluded that indicator corrections and a carefully controlled
program to update old subject headings based on the online
authority file would be useful. Subjects, of course, could only be
updated by a computer when the change was a “one-to-one”
change. Periodic rerunning of the name authority flip would also
correct many errors. Call numbers and series statements are two
areas that receive much editing, but are not amenable to ma-
chine-generated fixes.

This study examined cataloging practices in five large ARL
libraries. How OCLC records are edited may vary considerably in
public, special, or smaller academic libraries. It would be useful
for the study to be replicated with other libraries, testing the
validity of the data gathered. Perhaps the most significant unasked
question is, “How useful are the access points we place on
bibliographic records?” Transaction logs of online public cata-
logs may yield an answer to this question and, thus, guide us in
making intelligent decisions about how much time we invest in
editing and correcting shared cataloging records. Until we know
what practices are useful to our patrons, we can only continue to
make our current practices more efficient.

From the President ... continued from page 118,

about, study, and synthesize library and information services
issues. Let me take this opportunity to tell you what issues Iwould
like to see studied further. There is no end to most library issues
solam sure we will have these to work on for many years to come.
Literacy, the freedom to read, computer technologies, library
service fees, recruitment to the library field of a diverse (in ethnic
background as well as in specialized talents) cadre of workers, and
preservations of all types of media are just a few of the issues. For
NCLA, I see the challenge as one of fostering study and finding
solutions through committees, public relations, subsidized re-
search, or whatever means it takes. In order to find the means to
study and solve the challenges, we must be flexible. We must
manage the association in an efficient manner that will ease our
entre into new and developing issues. We must support individuals
within our association that are making a difference. We must
share information with each other.

Whata time for libraries and information services! The amount
of information is increasing exponentially, important older ma-
terials are deteriorating faster than we can do anything about it,
more and more individuals are realizing the position of libraries as
storehouses of information on both the positive and negative
sides, and new knowledge is needed to handle new technologies of
information. Together we can meet these challenges. I look forward
to continuing to work with you in other roles to make libraries in
North Carolina all that they can be. Thank you for allowing me to
serve as your President in 1989-1991.

See you in High Point November 12 through 15!

— Barbara Baker, President

6624 Robertson Pond Road
Wendell, NC 27591
1-800-444-6963
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BROADFOOT'S OF WENDELL

NC BOOKS/AUDIOVISUALS — BLACK HISTORY MATERIAL
FOR THE YOUNG, OLD, & IN-BETWEEN
Spring & Fall Catalogs — Are you on our mailing list?

NORTH
CAROLINA

Locate NC Authors through our now-being-published
Contemporary North Carolina Authors Packets

Two Different Locations Serving Different Needs =————

Geneologists & Reference Librarians
Request the Latest Catalog of Source Material from:

BROADFOOT PUBLISHING COMPANY
1907 Buena Vista Circle, Wilmington, NC 28405

(919) 686-4379

Just Published — HEADSTRONG, The Biography of Amy Morris Bradley
In The Works — Clark's NORTH CAROLINA REGIMENTS
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