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The International Standard
Bibliographic Description
for Monographs:

A Selective Bibliography

by Lillie D. Caster and Nell Waltner

Published in 1974 as the first standard
edition, the ISBD(M) International Standard
Bibliographic Research Description for
Monographic Publications' is intended “to
provide an internationally acceptable
framework for the presentation of descrip-
tive information in bibliographic records of
monographic publications.” For this pur-
pose, the ISBD(M) defines the descriptive
elements, fixes the order of these elements,
and prescribes the punctuation introducing
each element.

Accepted fully or in principle by a
number of national bibliographies in other
countries, the ISBD(M) is currently being
implemented in the United States. The
Anglo-American Cataloging Rules® pertain-
ing to the description of separately pub-
lished monographs have been revised to
conform to the Standard and the Library
of Congress began in September 1974 to
use the Standard in cataloging. While cata-
log cards received from the Library of
Congress have for some time reflected
ISBD for shared cataloging, MARC tapes,
Library of Congress cards and proof slips
are now beginning to reflect the Standard.
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The need of practicing librarians to
understand, interpret and use the new
terminology, definitions, abbreviations and
punctuation marks introduced by the
ISBD(M) prompted one group of librarians
to sponsor two study sessions on the Stand-
ard. This selection of references was pre-
pared specifically for use by the partici-
pants in the Working Sessions which were
conducted at the D. H. Hill Library, North
Carolina State University, Raleigh, on
November 20 and December 4, 1974 for
librarians and support staffs in the area.
The references listed bring together most
of the writings on the ISBD(M). The section
on BACKGROUND places ISBD(M) in its
historical sefting. The section labeled DIS-
CUSSION/COMMENTARY provides a range
of opinion and interpretation regarding the
ISBD(M). Finally, the section devoted to
IMPLEMENTATION indicates plans for
adoption of ISBD(M) at the Library of Con-
gress.
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If you're lost in the confusion of the period-
icals world—changes in titles and frequency,
additional volumes, delays in publication, etc.
—Faxon's Serials Updating Service can help
you find your way.

The Serials Updating Service, containing
current information on changes and biblio-
graphic irregularities for all types of periodicals,
is available in three ways:

Serials Updating Service —a monthly news-
letter sent no charge to selected Faxon
customers.

SUS Quarterly—a quarterly cumulation of
the newsletters—$7 one year, $13.50 two years,
$20 three years.

SUS Annual—an annual cumulation of the
newsletters—$10.

The Serials Updating Service is an invalu-
able resource in the acquisition, serials records,
reference and binding departments, wherever
serials are processed.
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