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The origins of the North Corolina 
Collection (NCC) can be traced to the 
founding of the Historical Society of the 
University of North Carolina in 1844. 
During the next eighty years activities of 
numerous individuals served to increase 
interest in the preservation of Caroliniana, 
until in 1918 the Collection was founded 
under the guidance of Louis Round Wilson, 
UNC's first librarian from 1901-1932. 
Throughout its history the Collection~s 
growth has been guided by ind ividuals 
whose dedication has made its holdings 
of Caroliniana notable for their excellence 
and an indispensible resource for public 
and academic librarians in North Carolina. 
This introduction to those resources is a 
synopsis of the fuller "A Guide to Research 
in the Nortb Carolina Collection at the 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill." ' 

Holdings - General 
The acquisitions policy of the NCC is 

determined to a great extent by its archival 
function. As stated in the acquisitions 
policy, "the primary aim of the North Coro- • 
lino Collection, so far as acquisitions are 
concerned, is to bring together everything 
possible in the way of library · materials 

relating to North Carolina or by North 
Carolinians." A North Carolinian for this 
purpose is described as one born in the 
colony or state, or a resident at the time 
of the appearance of his work. 

University Publications 
As far as printed material is concerned 

the NCC is the archival agency for the 
University. This results in the attempt to 
acquire all University publications. The 
NCC also acquires publications of the 
faculty and staff of UNC and all publi­
cations relating to the University regard­
less of their origins. At tlhe same time, the 
NCC maintai ns the archives of theses, dis­
sertations, and honors essays written by 
students of the University. These materials 
are fully cataloged in the main catalog of 
the Wilson Library. It should be noted 
that the North CCJrolina Collection serves 
the University as on arc.hives only in re­
gard to printed materials; the formal Uni­
versi ty Archives, consisting of the records 
of the University, is a branch of the South­
ern Historical Collection in the Library. 

Carolina Authors ,and Fiction 
Two types of materials comprise this 

collection. First, the NCC collects works of 
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works with a North Carolina setting or 
characters are acquired by the NCC. Both 
types are entered in the main catalog. 
Researchers in North Carolina authors and 
fiction should make note of North Carolina 
Fiction 1734-1957, an Annotated Bibli­
ography (Chapel Hill, 1958). William S. 
Powell (ed.). In addition, the April num­
ber of the NORTH CAROLINA HISTORICAL 
REVIEW has supplemented this work each 
year since 1957. 

State and local Documents 
of North Carolina 

The NCC is a major repository for all 
state publications in whatever form issued. 
For instance, all serial materials issued by 
the state and colony are sought. An effort 
is also made to maintain the same acquisi­
tion po!icy for county and municipal gov­
ernments of North Carolina. The major 
bibliographical source for state documents, 
begun in 1952, was the monthly Checklist 
of North Carolina Publications, initially the 
joint effort of the Collection and the State 
Library. It has been superceded by North 
Carolina Publications; a Checklist of Offi­
cial State Publications, solely the work of 
the State Library. An indispensible guide 
to earlier government documents is Mary 
L. Thornton's Official Publications of the 
Colony and State of North Carolina, 1749-
1939; a Bibliography. The NCC also 
acquires all federal documents which deal 
completely or in part with North Carolina. 

Miscellaneous 
Archival Holdings 

The faculties of North Carolina's numer­
ous institutions of higher learning produce 
scholarly works on a continuing basis as 
part of the function of college and uni­
versity professors. These materials are 
acquired under the aegis of the acquisition 
policy. For instance, a researcher may 
expect to find the monographic works of 
professors at Duke and North Carolina 
State Universities represented in the hold-

ings of the Collection. However, these ma­
terials are not strictly archival since the 
NCC's holdings have many gaps which are 
not systematically filled. 

The NCC also acquires books used in 
the schools and colleges of North Carolina 
in the period prior to about 1901. 

Institute of Statistics Mimeo Series 
This body of literature is increasingly 

cited in the professional and scholarly 
literature of the field. The Institute is the 
result of the joint efforts of the depart­
ments of Statistics and Bio-Statistics at the 
University of North Carolina and the 
Department of Statistics of North Carolina 
State University. These materials, because 
of their specialized nature, are not entered 
in the main catalog, but the NCC has the 
complete series. 

Collections 
Reference Collection 

The reference materials are as com­
plete as possible for North Carolina and 
contain substantial materials ori Virginia 
and South Carolina during colonial times. 
The non-circulating reference materials are 
frequently duplicated in the main collec­
tion and are fully cataloged. Besides bibli­
ographies, the reference collection includes 
an array of sources: state and local rec­
ords and other North Carolina government 
publications; historical and biographical 
materials including published- documents 
and papers; geographic and natural his­
tory materials; and numerous other refer­
ence tools such as directories, statistical 
sources, 'dictionaries, handbooks, manuals, 
atlases, guides, yearbooks, almanacs, gaz­
etteers, and indexes. 

Merged Collections 
Over the years the NCC has acquired 

ten distinct collections which have added 
measurably to the holdings of Caroliniana. 
These have not been maintained as unique 
collections but hove been merged to form 
the heart of the NCC's holdings. 

















