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The Library Media Program
Is Fun

by Linda B. Galloway
Media Services Supervisor
Wayne County Schools

Attitudes toward children, the way they
learn, and their abilities to learn have
Changed considerably in the last decade.
Because teaching trends in education
have changed so much in recent years, to-
day there is a greater demand for the im-
Mediate use of materials. Realization of
the constant need by both students and
teachers for information at the time ques-
tions would arise in class caused library
Media personnel in Wayne County, N. C.
10 reevaluate the library media services
being supplied in the school system. The
old concept of a library was very different
from the new idea of a media center.
A"hOUQh books comprise the nucleus of
the collection, many other types of
Materials are used to supplement, enrich,
and often enhance the collection. All
Materials, books, filmstrips, prints,
"ecords used have one purpose in mind —
10 awaken in the student a love for books
and learning. From this total look at the
PUrpose for and services of the library
Media centers it was discovered that the
ibrary media services had not advanced
8 rapidly as was necessary to keep pace
With up-dated teaching techniques. And
SO open flexible scheduling came to

ayne County Schools.

This was a gradual process with most
SChools in the system being converted to
Open flexible scheduling over a two year
Period. It was felt, and wisely so, that
:’e'OI'e students used the centers the
eat:_hers must be introduced to the use of
the library media centers in the open flexi-

ble manner. This was done in the spring
before school began the following fall with
the principal leading in policy making.
This is an important factors, because the
program to be successful requires the full
support of school administrators and staff.

It must be recognized that some
teachers are not immediately convinced
about the merits of the open flexible
schedule for the library media center and
will insist on bringing class groups on the
same day and same time each week.
However, where the majority of the
teachers in a school use this system it
does not take long for students not being
allowed a flexible use of the media center
to “get the ear of their teacher” and to con-
vert the teacher to the open flexible
schedule. One teacher expressed the opi-
nion, “| had reservations when we began,
but | wouldn't go back to the old way at
all.”

Open flexible scheduling l‘]as probably
had more impact on students and
teachers than any single program tried
recently and children agree that they "like
being able to get books and things when |
need them — not just at a library period
once a week. It's great!” A school board
member reported that investigation of the
program brought this report from a
teacher, “l think it's the greatest program
we have in this school!”

One principal said, “With open schedul-
ing discipline has visibly improved and the
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media resources are now being better
utilized.” Another principal said, “The
library media program is effectively help-
ing students accomplish learning goals as
well as stimulating their interests. Use of
the open schedule has produced many
positive results. A definite increase in cir-
culation has been evident and over-due
books almost non-existent. The reaction
of the students has been very favorable. A
sense of self-confidence and enjoyment is
observed in their conduct‘as they make
use of media center. Through use of the
open schedule, children have increased
their knowledge of the many ways the
media center can be useful to them. There
is much more use of audio-visual
materials, magazines, and research
materials. Students are very self-
disciplined. All students do a good job in
following procedures. It is especially
rewarding to observe primary children
working independently in using skills
necessary to meet their needs. Students
have verbally expressed 'a sense of
freedom’ within the present media
program.”

In each of the Wayne County, North
Carolina schools the media program tries
to provide prompt and efficient access to
the media staff, to the materials in the
collections, and to the school media
facility. Comfortable and attractive new
facilities provide easier access to
materials for the students and teachers.
The program circulates equipment and
materials for the use throughout the
school and at home. Possibly the thing
that has been the most exciting aspect of
the total program has been the change
from rigid library scheduling to an open
flexible type schedule.

Under the present open flexible system,
no student of any grade level visits the
media center without a specific purpose.
Classes are no longer scheduled on a cer-

tain day at a certain time, but teachers and
students use the center when the need
arises. If the student seems slow to find his
own reasons for a visit, the teacher subtly
suggests a need that will take him there.
Teachers and media specialists see that
students are better motivated, individually
responsible, and are using the center
when the need to do so arises. Circulation
has increased, but the real joy is that the
circulation of material is for use and not
just because students are required to
“check out a book.”

High schools have operated for years
under an open flexible type of schedule,
but it is only in the past four years that the
concept has moved into the elementary
school.

Even with the flexibility of this program,
d large professional staff is not required.
In most cases with a student body of 1200,
one professional and one aide manage the
program with the help of students.
Because of increased return and borrow-
ing materials, in the larger schools &
media aide is almost a necessity for
operation of a successful program. Oc-
casionally parent volunteers assist but,
while a great help, they are not 2
necessity. In schools with less than 400
students the professional manages with
only help from students. In all cases ad-
ditional help would be welcome and would
result in the rendering of additional in-
dividualized service. But a good ser-
viceable program can be operated with
only one aide in addition to the
professionals even in the large schools.

In the Eastern Wayne Media Center, @
school with approximately 1200 students
and one professional and one aide, each
student who visits the center unaccom-
panied by the teacher wears an approx-
imately colored clothespin (provided t0
teachers by media specialists) indicating
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the type of experiences he is to be
engaged in;

Clothespin color
Green — audiovisual usage
Blue — circulation of books
Yellow — periodical usage
Red — reference work
Orange — student librarian

In this way it is possible for the media
SPecialist to tell at a glance if the student is
doing what he was excused from class to
do. If he is abusing the privilege (this does
happen, but rarely) he will be denied the
use of the center for an appropriate time.

Each elementary school uses somewhat
his same type of system, although
SOmetimes instead of a clothespin, large
letters or little wooden satchels are used,

Ut whatever the type of task a purpose is
8vident for the visit.

Students check out their own materials.

hey stamp the cards and then place the
Cards on a shelf in a box or can
des'Qnated for their use. In the elementary
Schools the name and picture of the
teacher are glued to the box or can for
asy identification. When students return
Materials they place them on a shelf
olding the box designating their room. A
Student aide or the library media specialist
lakes the books from the shelves and
cards them before returning them to their
Proper shelf space. In the elementary and
WUnior high schools two students from
®ach class serve as class librarians. In the
Vigh schools students enrolled in the
brary science class serve as student
aSsistants. Student assistants learn as
Y work and help with the shelving and
carding of materials. It is not unusual to
See first and second graders go about the
ml:SIness of returning a book, selecting,
eN with the use of the card catalog,
::gther _plece of material, checking it out,
leaving the center without ever having
Poken to another person. Such indepen-

dence in the lower grades is bound to
produce better work/study habits as the
student progresses through the school.

In some centers there are disignated
times when teacher accompanied classes
may be scheduled to the library media
center. But the center is not closed to
other individual students at this time.
These classes are there to do reference
work and not just to check out books. Both
teacher and media specialists find that
keeping these groups supplied with
materials demands both effort and in-
genuity. Reference materials, including
encyclopedias, may be checked out for
overnight use.

It is true that under this open flexible
scheduling unpredictable situations result
for the media specialists. Sometimes
capacity groups appear at once, whereas,
at other times there are few students in the
center. The Wayne County media
specialists feel that the positive results
outweigh the occasional inconvenience
and uncertainty that the arrangement
evokes.

Formal library media skills lessons are
not taught as in the old days because open
flexible scheduling allows these skills to
be offered on a flexible basis. After initial
orientation at the beginning of the school
year, most students have been able to
pursue their individual interests with some
individual help from the media specialist.
In the high schools the computer is used
to teach library skills lessons and tests,
but these are used at the desire of the stu-
dent, not as a requirement. Most high
school age students enjoy using the com-
puter and feel as if the library media cen-
ter is atune to the computer age in which
they live. In the elementary grades the
buddy system is used; when there is a stu-
dent who has difficulty with a certain
media function, another student proficient
in this use is sent along with him to help.
Both students gain by this experience.
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When methods of teaching library skills
are discussed by teachers and media
specialists the general feeling is that the
old Chinese proverb holds true. It states:

| hear and forget.
| see and remember.
| do and | understand.

Skills are taught at the time the student
uses and needs them and not be a formal
lesson that will soon be forgotten. By hav-
ing students use the center when they feel
a need to use it, it is felt that the student
will learn, understand, and retain the
knowledge.

Classroom teachers consult with library
media specialists to plan future class
research, learning skills lessons, and even
story hours. Large groups upon teacher
request can be accommodated as well as
individuals and small groups. Through
teacher/media specialist planning library
media skills are coordinated with
classroom activities and follow-up ac-
tivities that can be scheduled in either the
classroom or library media center.
Teachers are what really make things go
in the library media centers. The students
cannot enjoy a successful media program
without the cooperation of the teacher.
Since individual interests are explored
and followed rather than rigid controls ex-
erted, exceptional children are given a
chance to show what talents they possess.
Movies, story hours, etc., offer to the child
who has been deprived of readiness lear-
ning experiences a chance to explore and
develop, and find a motivation to read and
to learn.

Children love the freedom of movement
this open flexible scheduling allows and
quickly become acclimated to it. They are
invaribly delighted by the wide variety of
materials that are avialable for their use.
These materials have been there all the
time, but students just did not get to use

them due to lack of time in the media cen-
ters. The student experiences success
each time he completes a media center
visits, and has a new learning experience
on which to build toward more
sophisticated problems of work. Students
become excited about being able to go
ahead on their own, and so are achieving
self-confidence.

In writing about a project of this type, it
is so easy to overlook numerous examples
of work done and attitudes felt towards the
program. Wonderful things are happening
in the media program, and it seems that
these expressions from system teachers
portray much of the type of work and at-
titudes found in the program.

Following are unedited user responses
by teachers and students:

“Specific ways in ‘which our media
program helps math lab users are by
teaching the following:

1. Use and care of drill tapes and
cassette players.

2. How to follow directions on the drill
tapes.

3. Use and care of filmstrip projectors
and previewers, and drill on filmstrip
use.

4. Use of record player and care of
records and players, and where 10
begin a record when operating the
player.

5. Use of tape recorders; how to record
and erase.

6. Library media skills.”

—A Math Laboratory Teachef

“The library program has
helped the gifted and talented
class in that they can read as
many books as they desire. They
are able to do research on
various topics using books as
well as encyclopedias. The ex-
perience of carding and shelving
books is good for children. They
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learn to use the library indepen-
dently. Also, library helpers help
sSecure needed books.”

—Mrs. V. Cherry
—MTrs. S. Frazier

“Each student receives the
identity of an individual when he
Is allowed to work independently
In the media center. This system
has encouraged independence
rather than dependence on
group participation.”

—Mrs. B. Mozingo

“The media center encourages
Students to work independently.
As a teacher, the media center
has helped me a great deal, by
allowing my students to work at
their own rate and speed. | can
Send students there to do reports
or look up information any time
— right at the time when a subject
IS still fresh in their minds. This
Means a |ot to the students.”

—Mrs. K. Ginn

"‘The flexible schedule
Stimulates capable readers and
allows for independent work."

—Mrs. D. Henson
—Mrs. J. Mozingo

“The library program provides
an opportunity for kindergarten
and first graders to assume
responsibility, gain indepen-
dence, and generally become
familiar with the media center.”

—Mrs. S. Smith
Students

“If you have to have a report
ready in a few days, and you just
90 weekly, the library is not going
to be much help.” = —Steve H.

"It helps you have something to

read when you finish your work.
It's something to keep you going
when you have nothing to
do.” —Tony

“It lets me go and check out a
book any day without waiting a
whole week to go to the library
and check out a book | need for
reports and other projects.” —

Todd S.

“You don't have to be back in
the room in five minutes.” -
Suzy

“When | go to the library it is
not so full. That's why | like it bet-
ter. The four years | went to
_, we went all together
and it was so boring.” —Robin
G.

“Well, you get to read and if
you are working on a report and
you have to have it turned in by
the next day, you can go to the
library and get what you
need.” —Steven

“Because you can go almost
any time if your teacher will let
you. And it's open all school
hours." —Kevin B.

“l like it because | can learn
more by going more often.” —
Mike L.

“Because you don't have to sit
around and want to get another
book — you can go any time you
want to.” —Greg

“This way | can go whenever |
have spare time.” —Gloria

“Because when | need to study
something, | can tell the teacher
and she will let me go. And if | go
once a week, | wouldn't be able to
study.” —Jeri
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Attitudes such as these are what we try There is much we want to continue in
to foster in the media program because the growth of the media program. Often,
we feel that the child who has fun and en- things seem to move too slowly, but
joys the environment and the work will be  without dreams and plans, the future
the child who learns. We strive to make the  would indeed be dull. We hope to continue
media program fun as well as a to help make learning fun.
stimulating mental experience.

JosepL Ruzic a-SoutL. Inc

WHAT DO YOU LOOK FOR IN A BINDERY?

e Library Binding Institute Certification Offering
Class "A" Binding

e Super-Flex, A Fully Guaranteed Economy Binding

e A Well-trained Staff Using Modern Equipment
e Top Quality Materials Used In Every Binding

e A Guarantee Backed With 219 Years Bindery
Experience

SERVICE, QUALITY, AND FAIR PRICES... THE RUZICKA WAY.

Come by for a personal tour of our facilities.
Call or write for particulars.

911 Northridge Street ® P. O. Box 21568 ® Greensboro, North Carolina 27420
Telephone (919) 299-7534




