Newspapers Support Library

During the past several months newspapers across the state have voiced
their support of first amendment freedoms. Their voice has been raised becaus®
of the issues associated with the Columbus County Commissioners’ instru¢
tions to Amanda Bible to remove a specific volume from the library. The book ™
question is Wifey, by Judy Blume. _

Public libraries are not the only libraries which have experiences ufith |
attempts at censorship. School libraries, as well as some academic librari€®
experience subtle and sometimes not so subtle attempts.

The issue in Columbus County is larger than the availability of a sind®
book. The issue is the question of access, freedom of access, to information.
are grateful for the support of the press, and in this issue reprint some of the!
editorials from across the state. |

NO ONE HAS RIGHT TO CENSOR LIBRARY BOOKS

Once again the specter of censorship intruded into the affairs of Columbf“s i
County Public Library—and thus its patrons and taxpayers. And once aga"™
library officials refused to consider censorship. .}

In our opinion, the board of trustees exercised good judgement. Censo’
ship has no place in our library system. o

The issue came about when the mother of a 12-year old child complain®’
that she had found her reading the book, “Wifey,” after borrowing it from thé
library. The language of the two pages which the mother copied and distribuf
contained vulgar words. Even the most liberal interpretation would rule it W&
not fit material for a 12-year old.

But that is beside the point, we think. “Wifey” sold a lot of uolum:j
Patrons demand that popular novels be placed on the shelves of the librarya™”
after all, the patrons foot the bills for the facility. “Wifey” certainly is not Iitefr
ture. It may best be characterized as “trash.” But there’s no accounting
taste.
The definition of pornography is “obscene or licentious writing ;;1
painting.” The Supreme Court of the United States has defined it for f
purpose of litigation as material that appeals only to our prurient interests @ i
has no redeeming social value. “Wifey,” as bad as it is to some of us, does no
the definition. (Neither do the magazines “Playboy” and “Penthouse,’
that matter.) !

The complainant failed to appear before the board of trustees to argué
case. She has contacted pastors and local and state officials. She is ﬁghﬂ“g |
losing battle. !

The problem with censorship is, Whose judgment will prevail? Fol’“.‘d
Horry County (S.C.) Solicitor Bud Long had the county police raid maga? .
racks in convenience stores throughout his county a few years ago. tﬁg
orders, police confiscated all magazines Long considered pornographic-
the court said he was wrong. |

4—North Carolina Libraries



can If books some people consider “un-Christian” and unfit for‘the library
b Not be removed, what then? The complainant would have library staff
th:am? policemen, refusing to allow juveniles access to adult book r_acl-gs: But
o o ationally-accepted “Library Bill of Rights” says, “The rights of an individual
€ use of a library should not be denied or abridged because of his age.”
Why The answer, says the library board, is for parents to exercise control over
5 t their children read. It is parents’ responsibility. We do not expect library
doin'gCOUnty commissioners or state officials to do the job parents should be

Censorship has no place in a nation which has a Constitution and First
freezndment such as ours. The same First Amendme‘nt which guarantees the
fre Oms of speech, press, assembly and redress of grievances also guarantees

€dom of religion.
of Cpy le complaint before the library has as its basis a mother’s interpretation
Wh ristianity. If she is going to abridge the First Amendment to deny rights
long to others as well as herself, it means she invalidates her freedom of
expression.
are proud of our library and its resources. Everyone has a choice to
material he or she personally enjoys. No one has the right to impose
n brand of censorship on them.

TeligioUS

'read the
their ow

THE NEWS REPORTER
Whiteville, North Carolina
February 25, 1980

BELIEVE T. COMMISSIONERS VOTE TO CENSOR BOOK

do rl; IS not to be believed, but it is true: Wednesday, after holding a closed-
ni €ssion with our librarian, the Columbus_ Board of Commissioners voted
no‘delm‘f)usly to send a letter to her demanding that the controversial adult
» “Wifey,” be removed from the facility’s shelves.
days M our opinion, the commissioners have returned us to pre-Revolutionary
vea d=aWhen a tyranical government attempted to dictate what people should
Firgt nd how they should think. That was before we had a Constitution, the
Amendment and the Bill of Rights.
Dretexte “ex_ecutiue” session with Librarian Amanda Bible was called on a
Meeg; to discuss her employment. It was a violation of the N. C. Open
to pu?gs Law, if not in letter then in spirit. The real purpose of the meetingwas
Pressure on Mrs. Bible.
at the commissioners do not understand is this:
any c;fh ;['hey are opening the door to the lunatic fringe; anyone who objects to
Whe . e tens of thousands of books in our library now has a forum of judges
May try to suppress it.
racy"_}h eir action violates the freedoms guaranteed by our form of democ-
and . ey are, in effect, satisfying a tiny minority for the sake of votes on May 6
'Sregarding the majority.
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—They have usurped the authority of the Library Board of Trusteé® |
whom they have appointed, eight intelligent and knowledgeable persons.

—Their action undermines the morale of the library personnel, includin®
Mrs. Bible, under whose supervision book circulation has more than tripled I
seven years. !

—They have set the stage for legal action by any citizen, the American C]"i]
Liberties Union and Intellectual Freedoms Committee of the North Carolin?
and American Library Associations, all of whom have expressed interest in
month-long controversy.

There is no way the people can win unless they decide to challenge the
Board of Commissioners in court.

We feel that the Library Board will continue to reaffirm its policies.

If this happens, the Board of Commissioners has two choices: Either
the matter rest or remove the board. In any case, they also have the option
the last word by cutting the library budget.

One may ask how the Board of Commissioners has suddenly becom®
qualified to become a board of censors. We can’t answer that question. All 2
unlettered and, believe it or not, none has even applied for a library card!

One thing the commissioners may have overlooked in their haste to ple
a small group of residents: J

Those who support the Library Board’s decisions have not yet been hear
from. We expect the commissioners may be surprised that they have bucked |
the majority, and that surprise may come on the evening of May 6.

THE NEWS REPORTER
Whiteville, North Carolina
April 10, 1980

lef
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COMMISSIONERS MAKE COLUMBUS
A LAUGHING-STOCK

Reaction to the latest move by our Board of Commissioners in the N?rth_ )
Carolina press has made this country, to echo the words of a letter to the edito”
a laughing-stock. 0

It is sad, but true. Despite Commissioner David McPherson’s efforts 2
turn black into white at a meeting of the library trustees Sunday night, th
commissioner’s request to Library Director Amanda Bible to remove a boou
from circulation is censorship. 4

McPherson, who said he was speaking for himself, told the approximat
150 persons present for the meeting that neither he nor any of the ot
commissioners intended to censor anything. Strangely silent were three of
commissioners who were present: Chairman C. Waldo Marlowe, L. A. Hin®
and Junior Dew.

It also is said that the large group of self-styled “born again” Christians W%
were present to protest the controversial novel, “Wifey,” showed little O
love by which Christians are known.
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the BUt then, it is an emotional issue, one which nearly got out of hand but for
firm resolve of Library Board Chairman Howard Straughan. The other
509 F]:resent were incensed and infuriated at the commissioners’ attempt at
rship.
eh.‘DN(}thing was resolved at Sunday night’s meeting, other than to vent
tions. While there were attempts at reason, no one was willing to reason.
Hailglt)raughan said, the issue is not the book, but the censorship. And as
like] oro pastor Wayne Blythe pointed out, once the door is open the most
tax z;ﬁ\;get of censorship will be the religious book collection purchased with
rs.

N recent editorials, we have said just about all that can be said about the
it is%ﬁrs qf imposing one’s personal beliefs and biases upon others. We add that
Fil‘st e birthright of every American to enjoy the freedoms guaranteed by the

mendment to the Constitution of the United States.
thugg inking people feel frustrated by the Board of Commissioners’attempt to
= those freedoms, feeling that their birthright has bgen_ sold for a mess of
for rs In the May 6 primary elections. Three of the commissioners are running
€Nomination: Dew, McPherson and Hinson.
actic, hould the N. C. Attorney General—whose opinion of the commissioners’
sig N has been requested by County Attorney Jim Hill —rule that the commis-
the Ers are in error, we expect some more backtracking and an apology from
9ard of fine men.
the, ailing that, it is our understanding that the county board will find
Selves in court, where at least all will get a fair hearing.

THE NEWS REPORTER
Whiteville, North Carolina
April 14, 1980

ALITANY FOR COLUMBUS COUNTY

are -I].he Ayatollah speaks in Iran today and television stations and newspapers

. 0Sed unless they follow the Ayatollah’s thinking. He even tells Iranian

this ]ﬁn ow they must attire themselves in public. Some are great thinkers, but
tle thinker has the power, and he has spoken!

One of olumbus County today, the Board of Commissioners ha‘ve‘told us that

smkeram' books must be taken out of our library, and the Commissioners have

Hai, Caesar!
shelvese People own the Columbus County Public Library. Materials_ on the
misﬁui 4 TEﬂect freedom of thought, speech and press. Well-meaning but
Will o ed little thinkers want to be the people who select what everyone else
1hgm 4d. They do not understand that the same Constitution which protects
Co a;.SO_DTOtects Jews, Moslems and even atheists. They have convinced the
'SSioners that things can work here as they do in Iran.

thgu b ks, magazines, reviews and paintings in our library contain great
reﬂeé!tsts and little thoughts. This combination of great and little thinkers

€ melting pot which has become America, many different nation-
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alities, religions, skin colors and philosophies. But the Commissioners haV* _

decided that the thoughts of one little thinker contained in one book is a thre?*
and they have spoken!

Hail, Caesar! J

Our Constitution provides for due process of law as well as freedom
thought, speech and press. As good citizens, we do not break a law with Wh‘dI
we disagree, but work through our system of due process to have that lfj_
changed. The Board of Commissioners denied due process by acting first @
asking about the law later.

They “cannot put a ‘hold’ on things for which we don’t have the answer®
legally.”

There was another little thinker a generation ago who decided people rﬂ'ﬁ{_
not read books written by Jews. The other little thinkers who were not e
agreed with him. They went out and burned thousands of Jewish books in th"
streets. Later, they burned thousands of Jews. It all began with the burning™
one book, and our Commissioners have spoken!

Hail, Caesar! |

But there are many little thinkers in Columbus County who don’t belie?
banning one book is enough. They would like the Board of Commissioner®
have all books carefully screened and selected so our library would beCO_‘“a
sanitary. They don’t realize it is not a hospital or a church. What they want 15
purge of our library. Stalin liked that word, “purge.” When he finished lefQ'r'g
wrong thinkers, they couldn’t think anymore. They were dead.

One mark of a little thinker is that he seldom knows when he is w
When that rare situation occurs, he will not admit he is wrong. Our Boar! o
Commissioners has been told by bigger thinkers that they are wrong. But?
Commissioners won’t admit to it. They have spoken!

Hail, Caesar! i

Little thinkers are sensitive to criticism by bigger thinkers. They gathefeél
large groups for protection, especially at election time. When they % o
threatened, these groups become even larger. They are like lemmings, tglad
thinkers who from large groups and rush headlong over cliffs. Rash actions ' 3
little thinkers to unfortunate ends, for who knows what is beyond those chitt>
But then, our Commissioners have spoken?

Now Hitler, although he was a little thinker, invented something to dec
other little thinkers into acting like lemmings. His invention was called “The
Lie.” That is an untruth so monstrous that most little thinkers will believé
Columbus County also has a “Big Lie.” That was told when the Commissio”
said they would not ever censor a book.

And they have spoken!

Hail, Caesar!

rond:
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THE NEWS REPORTER
Whiteville, North Carolina
April 17, 1980
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CIS has solved these prob-
lems. Today your library can
acquire a complete Serial Set
index, a companion microfiche
collection, or only those parts
of either that cover the time
periods in which you are most
interested.

#6For 64 years you have kept
my people and treated us bad.
... It is all the people on your
side that have started us to do
these depredations. Go back
home where you came from.
This country is mine and |
intend to stay here.99
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thing of the past

CIS U.S. Serial Set Index,
1789-1969. This is the only
comprehensive, modern-style
index to the first 180 years of
the Serial Set. It is published
in twelve parts (each covering
a specific time span) and can
be used with the CIS micro-
fiche files or with collections of
the printed publications.

CIS U.S. Serial Set on Mi-
crofiche, 1789-1969. Con-
tained in this archival quality
collection are reproductions of
nearly 330,000 publications,
including the early American
State Papers and many doc-
uments that were never given
depository status. No collec-
tion is more complete, dura-
ble, or accessible.

White or call today for more in-

formation and receive a FREE
capy of the 20-page CIS U. S.

Serial Set Index “User Hand-
book.”

O Send more information on
the CIS U. S. Serial Set, in-
cluding my free copy of the
“User Handbook."

Name/Title- -

Organization . Sl

Clry

Stateflip—

Congressional Information

Service, Inc.

7101 Wisconsin Ave.

Suite 900-NC

Washington, D. C. 20014
¥ Tl 301/654-1550




THE RIGHT TO READ—DO NOT ABRIDGE IT '

The people of Columbus County are in a hassle—over a book. ,

One parent, upset by the contents of a book, “Wifey,” which her 12-ye2’,
old daughter brought home from the county library, asked that the library |:>0¢‘:U":I
ban that book from the shelves. The board refused. .

Then the Columbus County commissioners, under pressure from th
angered parent and a few others, got into the act. It ordered the book remové*
from the shelves. .

This confrontation may very well wind up in the courts before the questio”
of whether the commissioners have the right to ban the book, or others t
might come into question, is settled. )

Members of the library board and at least one member of the commissio® |
do not believe that the commission has the authority it has taken upon itself !
the attempt to ban the book. The Library Bill of Rights declares, in part, that
minors’ access to books cannot be limited by anyone but the child’s parents
which means, if taken literally, that neither the county commission hor t
library board or employees can keep a child from checking out a particu
book; only his parents can do that. ,

A parent has the right to be concerned over what his child reads. But 1
insist that, in order to control that right, certain books be taken off the 5helu€5}5
opening up a far worse problem. If people can censor books for one reason,
this case sexual references which are considered objectionable by parents, the”
other books can be censored by other people for other reasons. Blacks ¢
object to books by Thomas Dixon, for instance, or members of the Nazi par ty
can obiject to books that paint Adolf Hitler in an unfavorable light. The pos®"
bilities are limitless — and more than a little frightening.

Censorship, as the Columbus County librarian has pointed out, “clepeﬂd5 '
entirely on what you object to.”

A couple of issues are at stake here. By far the most important one is thj
right of an individual, even a minor, to read anything he or she wants, restricté
in the case of a child only by the advice and control of his own parents.

THE HERALD
Sanford, North Carolina
April 12, 1980

SHELVE BOOK BANNING

The Columbus County commissioners overstepped the bounds of good
judgment when they ordered the county librarian to remove “Wifey,” anovel by
Judy Blume, from the shelves.

There is no doubt that the book is sexually explicit. Elaine Cumbee, who
complained about the book after her 12-year-old daughter checked it out, ha
perfect right, if she wishes, to prevent her child from reading it. It is equaﬂy
without doubt, however, that there are a great many people who are n¢
offended by the book, since it was a best-seller, even though they mi
consider it unsuitable for children.

It would be helpful for public libraries to offer more guidance to parents and
youngsters on appropriate reading material. But government bodies, such
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Lhe Columbus Board of Commissioners, and other would-be book banners
Ught not to insist that public libraries stock only books that offend no one.
o Hoyuard Straughn, chairman of the county library trustees, made a
Con\f‘lncmg point. “People are taking the position that this book is what this
i Ntroversy is all about,” he said. “It is not. What is going to happen the next
Me Mrs. Cumbee or somebody else complains about a book?”
5 A quick look at book-banning efforts—mostly in the schools—in the last
the years shows they can get ludicrously out of control. In Anaheim, Calif., the
19?;@1001 board recently banned most of Shakespeare, Dickens and Twain. In
B a controversy developed in Elkader, lowa, over qudy Guthrie, the
angtles’ James Thurber, Ogden Nash, William Saroyen [sic] Carl Sandburg
Crifs Stephen Vincent Benet. Even the American Heritage Dictionary has been
¢ t1‘-‘,l,zecl for its definitions of such words as “hot” and “slut” and for listing
as a transitive verb.
liby S. Cu‘mbee’s daughter checked out “'s_»\ﬁ{e_y“ on }_\er first trip to the publi'c
Darary' The library could offer more supervision in helping youngsters and their
ents select books.

Yes; dBui, as Straughn says, “Wifey” is not the issue. Public lil:_)raries pltovide the
ents of communities they serve with a wide variety of information, ideas

) rallterature that they might otherwise find unaffordable or ur_aavailable. Fora
s IV to be required to toss out a book because of the objections of a few is a

Service to the rest of the community.

THE NEWS AND OBSERVER
Raleigh, North Carolina
April 13, 1980

THE BOOK BURNERS

E!emal vigilance is the price of liberty.’
—Thomas Jefferson
mem?,y VOTING last week to ban a book from the public library, the five-
try er Columbus County Board of Commissioners proved once again the
of Jefferson’s warning.
up ¢ ll-meaning commissioners of the down-east county, th_ree c?f whom are
“Wifor ”re-election, unanimusly ordered that the county librarian remove
2y,” a former bestseller, from library shelves.
L eir decision countermands two earlier votes by the Columbps County
ang ary Board of Trustees, which affirmed its pol!cy of leaving the library free
re, dopen to all citizens, with parents exercising individual control over materials
by their minor children.
bog) Complaints from the mother of a 12-year-old girl who had checked out the
Started the ruckus.
Writ e now-controversial novel was authored by JL!dy_BILime, ironically a
Gode': of noted children’s books including the award-winning “Are You There
! I's Me Margaret.” .
Puby; Wifey” is Ms Blume’s foray into adult literature and was described by
ishers Weekly magazine as “witty and explicit.”
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It shouldn’t be necessary to have to defend freedom of information in thi
day and age. Freedom of expression has certainly been defended to just short @
yelling “fire” in the proverbial crowded theater. .

But short-sighted politicians, such as those in Whiteville, county seat ol
Columbus, remind us once again of Jefferson’s admonition: The perils ©
freedom pop up all around and sometimes come dressed in the nicest ©
intentions. )

When government, even tiny Columbus County, misuses the authority
given it by the people, it must be stopped. Liberty is no less important in Whité’
ville than it is in Raleigh or Washington or Gastonia.

Education and information are as central to a working democracy as is th®
right to earn a profit. Individuals must be free to absorb any and all informatio”
they choose. Without that right, we can kiss our free form of government an
our too often taken-for-granted liberties goodbye.

We send our moral support to the library board. Stand firm: read on and
remember that at certain periods in history the Bible was burned for many of th
same reasons people today want to censor what others read.

THE GASTONIA GAZETTE
Gastonia, North Carolina
April 15, 1980

E} JosepL Ru;ich-ScutL. Inc

WHAT DO YOU LOOK FOR IN A BINDERY?
* Your collection deserves the binding
excellence attained through 222 years
experience.
Certified by the Library Binding Institute,
we offer you a choice.
Select Class “A" binding or try our Superflex
Both are fully guaranteed in materials and
workmanship.

SERVICE, QUALITY, AND FAIR PRICES... THE RUZICKA WAY.

nal tour of our facilities
wtite for particula

911 Northridge Streete P ( .G ro. North Carolina 27420
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800k CENSORSHIP BY ANOTHER NAME

Po; Lest Columbus County get all the blame—or credit, depending on your
N Nt of view—for public library censorship, something should be said about
®W Hanover’s method of handling daring reading matter.
bog, The New Hanover County commissioners haven’t gone so far as to banish
be, s from public libraries as the commissioners in Columbus did. There hqsn’t
re::og public demand for a purge in New Hanover, possibly for an obvious
do New Hanover libraries keep books such as “Wifey,” the novel that brought
th Wn the wrath in Columbus, on a shelf behind the checkout desk, apart from
€ eneral run of books. Books on sex education and pregnancy also are kept
thetbe Special shelf out of harm’s way. Theideais to keep juveniles fror_n reading
thei 00}(5 in the libraries or checking them out or maybe even knowing about
T existence.
egardless of the New Hanover libraries’ good intentions, this is a form of
o S[?rShip, even though a mild one. By hiding books after a fashio_n accordi_ng
th What someone or some group considers to be inappropriate re_admg material,
® libraries are practicing censorship of a sort. The libraries clearly are
Si8nating books that some of their patrons will not be free to read.

Wo IPUblic libraries have a responsibility to stock their shelves, certainly, and it
e be irresponsible if not illegal to circulate hard-core pornographpy.
Tea arlans can be said to have a moral responsibility to try to dissuade young
€rs from taking on material beyond their years and ability to handle.

2 liby Ut saying even in a fairly subtle way what young people shall not read from

r

ary’s full run of offerings does not seem to us to be the county’s proper
Ponsibility,

WILMINGTON MORNING STAR

Wilmington, North Carolina
April 23,1980
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