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Good educational school media programs are designed to assist students if
finding, generating, evaluating, and applying information that helps them 10
function effectively as individuals and to participate successfully in society:
Quality media programs serve students by providing a well-chosen collection of
media at different levels of maturity, ability, and interest; providing guidance i
the location, selection, evaluation, and use of these materials; contributing to thé
development of skills in reading, viewing, listening, evaluating, and com"
municating; developing skills in the production of special learning materials: an
teaching them how to relate to and use outside resources.

Two integral components of good educational media programs are a sé’
quential media study skills program and a balanced literature and literary enrich”
ment program. Library/media skills instruction should be initiated with the
students’ first use of books and continued consistently through a unified pla”
(K-12), the ultimate goal being to help children become independent users of al
types of resources. A carefully planned literature program (K-12) provide®
students with experiences enabling them to better understand themselves an
their universe and affording them a basis for developing their own values an
standards.

The Educational Media Competency Goals And Performance Indicators:
(reproduced on pages 17 to 27 following this article) developed bY
library/media professionals of the State under the leadership and guidance ¢
the State Department of Public Instruction’s Division of Educational Medi?
and distributed to all schools of the State for implementation, are based on thé
educational philosophy that:

..... students learn at varying rates and have different learning styles:
..... each student must be given an opportunity to develop to his or her potential
intellectually, socially, and personally; and
..... each student must acquire the skills, attitudes, and concepts to enable hi™
or her to function adequately in society throughout life.

For the purpose of this document, competency goals are defined as th°
ends toward which a student’s performance is directed and performance i’
dicators are reasonable measures of progress toward these goals. Each goal p¢"
formance indicator is only one of several ways that may be used to assess a stV’ [
dent’s performance on a particular competency goal. The teacher and med? |
professional should use these, as well as others which he or she might develoP’
to measure performance. It is in the modification and use of performance I"
dicators that a teacher or media coordinator may tailor skills teaching to mee!
the individual needs of students. (
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The five major Educational Media Competency Goals follow:

Orientation and Organization: The learner will demonstrate a working
knowledge of the media center’s organization and of procedures re-
quired to use the center and its collections.

Selection and Utilization: The learner will select and use materials
and equipment appropriate to personal needs and classroom
assignments.

COmprehenslon and Application: The learner will identify concepts
presented in media, interpret and organize information, and develop
evaluative skills for understanding media at school and elsewhere.

Production and Presentation: The learner will design, produce and/or

select a variety of media formats to present information.

Appreciation: The learner will value, use, and enjoy a variety of media
throughout life for personal growth, vocational pursuits, and recreation.

A well-designed media skills program is sequential in nature. Children pro-

Ceed from the mastery of the most simple (locating an EASY book) to the most

®Omplicated (researching a topic and accurately preparing an oral, written, or

Multimedia presentation) all through their school years.

Since students do learn and develop at varying rates, depending on
|""’aCkgrouncl, abilities, needs and interests, few skills can be acquired with one
brie exposure. Therefore, continued reinforcement of skills previously introduc-

_ &d intensifies the student’s ability to be an independent user of all types of media

'esources. It is the joint responsibility of teachers and media personnel, working
Ogether as an instructional team, to ensure that each student has these ex-
Periences. It is imperative that the teaching of media skills be integrated with and
'eleyant to curricular needs rather than in separate, unrelated units.

The following is a kaleidoscopic view of an elementary school media center

Where implementation of the new Educational Media Competency Goals And

erformance Indicators is very evident:

“:+.. Children from all levels are in the media center simutaneously. Eight-year-
old Mark and Sue are each threading a filmstrip into a viewer. Each is doing
research on a different topic and using various kinds of media from the
non-print section where they have browsing access.

---- At the same time, five students from the intermediate classrooms are

browsing independently in the fiction area for leisure reading books.
.More primary students enter for filmstrips and non-fiction books on animals.
One of the girls asks the librarian for assistance in locating a record that has
animal sounds. They find one! She sits down at one of the study carrels
equipped with sound equipment to listen to the recording before checking it
out for the class to hear.

"+ . Three students from the upper grades are involved in researching informa-
tion on Russia. Should they look under Russia, USSR, or Soviet Union?
They find that it is listed differently in some of the encyclopedias and other
reference books. They call this to the attention of their librarian — who ap-
pears to be pleased that they have made such an astounding discovery!

- .In the A. V. Room, a group of four eleven-year-olds is previewing a video
tape on China. They are taking notes from which they will conduct their in-
troduction and follow-up discussion when they show the video tape to their
entire class the next day as part of a Social Studies project.
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. Wayne and Bob have done a research report on the identifying marks of
various kinds of animals and have made transparencies to show the colo®® |
that help to identify some North American animals.They are waiting rathe’ |
impatiently to get into the A. V. Room to audio tape their narration com” |
plete with animal sounds for the report.

The media professional’s role is a demanding one. But this role has g!'eii"t
compensations. There’s no greater satisfaction for a media coordinator than f€ |
observe a successful skills instruction unit planned jointly with a teacher; 1
watch a student’s self confidence as he shows the sound slide program h¢
recently produced after many long hours of research, storyboarding, and
various production activities; or to enjoy watching the development of 2
student’s love of reading and increased interest in using other types of media:
These examples of media skills development which bring so many rewards ¢
media professionals could go and on. Suffice it to say that this is one professiol'lal
role in which there is joy in hard work, dedication, and perseverance. |

Elsie L. Brumback is Director of the Division of Educational Media in the N. C. Depﬂf"
ment of Public Instruction. !
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