Book Selection Methods in

School Libraries—

A Survey of Practices in
North Carolina

Mary Strowd Ward Riggsbee

Recommendations by the American Library Association state that

Schools with an enrollment of as many as 250 students should have one
full time professionally trained librarian. However, a public school in
North Carolina has a librarian only if the school system decides to use an
allotted classroom teacher position for the library, or if the local system
Inances that position.
_ The librarian has to plan and perform all of the activities that occur
in a library or oversee assistants in their performance of them. (In
addition, the librarians may have tasks neither professional nor library-
related, such as monitoring study-hall.)

One professional activity, materials selection, is particularly essential to
the success of the library. Materials must be available for study and for pleasure.

ise and proper selection of books is enormously time-consuming, and the
schoo| librarian cannot consistently make good choices without sufficient aids.
e librarian, of course, cannot read every book before purchasing it; there-
Ore, one must rely on the recommendations of professional reviewers. By using
ese aids one can also benefit from several informed opinions concerning a

The purpose of this study is to investigate how librarians in North
'f:al‘olina public schools use review media when making book selections
or their libraries.! It determines (A) which review media they use, (B)
Ow many they use, (C) to what extent librarians depend on the reviews,
and (D) indicates other techniques that are used and the degree to which

ey are used.

During November, 1978, this writer mailed questionnaires to 66
Public elementary and high school librarians in North Carolina who were
Chosen by systematic random sampling from a list of the 2,034 public
Schools. Of the 66 librarians contacted, 55 (83 per cent) responded.
| According to the responses, they use a variety of review media. The
jrSES‘I number of librarians use at least sometimes School Library
Ournal, Booklist, Library Journal, North Carolina Libraries, and Horn

k, respectively. Of the thirteen professional journals listed on the
Euestionnaire, the 10 most used are used by 40 percent or more of the

Tarians. (See table 2.)
" The journals that are used regularly by the largest number of
esponding librarians are School Library Journal, Booklist, Horn Book,
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and Library Journal. (See table 1). Publishers Weekly is the trade
Periodical that shows the highest percentage (52 percent) of users. (See
table 2). In the general periodical grouping, the largest number of
respondents (46) answered the question regarding local newspapers: 85
Percent of the librarians use these reviews; 11 percent use them
regularly. (See table 2.)
There is a wide range in the number of media used by each librarian.
At one extreme, there are ten librarians, each of whom reported using 20
Or more different media.
One uses all 23 media, plus 2 that are unlisted. The modal number of
media is a tie of 13 and 14. (Five librarians use 13 titles, and five use 14.)
our librarians use 11 media, which is also the mean and the median.
ree librarians use 5 media, and nine use fewer than 5, including one
Who apparently does not use any review media at all.

Of all the librarians who returned the questionnaires, more use (1) review
Media and (2) requests by students and faculty than use any other selection
teChnique. Both of these two selection techniques earn 52 adherents (95
Percent of the 55 returned questionnaires.) Requests influence 34 librarians (65
Percent) regularly; review media influence 24 (46 percent) regularly; and there
are 21 (42 percent) librarians who report that they personally review books
Tegularly.

Book clubs also draw a large number of replies (51), of which 67 percent of

he responding librarians indicate being influenced by them. Only 10 percent of
the respondents are influenced by them regularly, however. All 50 of the
h rarians who answered the question about personal reviewing indicate they do
Teview, 42 percent of them doing so regularly.

_ For the statistics of the 1978-79 North Carolina librarians’ use of selection
aids to have heightened meaning, they were compared with Marjorie Fiske’s
findings for the 1956-58 California librarians’ use of aids.?

b The use of Wilson publications could not be included in the comparison,

Owever, because of the difference in the manner of listing them in the two
Questionnaires. The comparison shows that North Carolinaschool librarians in

978 differ in book selection practices from the practices of those California
School librarians during 1956-58. The most obvious difference is that there is a
arger percentage of reporting North Carolina Librarians than there were

alifornia librarians using and relying on (i.e., using regularly) every item listed.

the two studies, there are 38 percent more North Carolina librarians who use

ooklist than California librarians who used it, and there is a 61 percent
ifference in the use of Horn Book.

b Local newspapers, which were not shown to be usedin California, are used

Y 85 percent of the North Carolina librarians and relied on (used regularly) by

percent. Time is also used by North Carolina librarians (82 percent),
altl'lough it is used regularly by only 8 percent. It, like newspapers, was not used

Y the California librarians.

In the North Carolina survey, all 50 people who answered the question on

rsonal reviewing participate in this method of selecting books. Forty-two
Percent use the method regularly. North Carolina librarians differ most in their
Se of selection aids from that of California librarians in the area of faculty and
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student requests. Fiske’s librarians did not discuss student requests and
complained about the small number of— and type of— requests that they
Tecejved from teachers. In contrast to that total absence of use from Fiske’s
librarians, 52 of 55 North Carolina librarians answered the question, with 100
Percent of them saying that they use requests and 34 (65 percent) answering
that they use them regularly.
 Other comparisons seem to show that North Carolina public school
librarians wisely choose the review media that they use. Studies of book reviews
and reviewing media were conducted by Alice Lohrer, Zena Sutherland, and
semary Weber. Conclusions gained from these three studies are that
,BOOkﬁst, Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books, and Horn Book are three
iournals that have especially helpful descriptive and critical reviews.

Weber studied the number of the children’s and young adult books that
Were reviewed in seven periodicals during 1977. These seven reviewing media
Published a total of 7,611 reviews of the 3,915 books that were studied. School

brary Journal and Booklist reviewed the largest number of those books
during 1977 and carried the largest number of reviews of books not carried in
Other periodicals. The returned questionnaires from North Carolina librarians
show that the two leading media in Weber’s study are the two media that have
the largest percentage of users among North Carolina school librarians. The 55
Teturned questionnaires, show that 52 librarians answered the gquestion
'egarding School Library Journal. Of these librarians, 88 percent use its
Teviews; 46 percent use them regularly.

The comparisons made in this study show that North Carolina public

School librarians during 1978 used a greater variety of reviewing methods than

id the California 1956-58 school librarians. The comparisons also show that
rth Carolina librarians use all of the aids more regularly than did those in the
lifornia group and that the media that are most frequently used by North
rolina librarians are those that, according to Weber’s survey, provide the
Most reviews and contain the most helpful information in those reviews.

Mary Strowd Ward Riggsbee is librarian at Northwood High School, Pittsboro.
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Marquis Who’s Who, publishers of
WHO’S WHO IN AMERICA since 1898,
presents

WhosWho in the |
South and Southwest

The 17th Edition, 1980-1981

Find current and authoritative information on
more than 19,000 individuals of distinct
regional reference interest in the 17th Biennial
Edition of WHO'S WHO IN THE SOUTH AND
SOUTHWEST. More then 10,000 biographies |
are included for the first time, and countless ;
updates have been added to sketches con-
tinued from the 16th Edition.

Represented in this region are: Alabama,
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Loui-
siana, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma,
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia,
West Virginia, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands,
and Mexico.
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200 East Ohio Street * Room 206 » Chicago, IL 60611

Published October 1980
LC 50-58231
ISBN 0-8379-0817-5

$57.50 Hardbound Please send me _______ copy(ies) of the 17th
Edition of WHO'S WHO IN THE SOUTH AND
Please add $3.00 for each SOUTHWEST at $57.50 each. #030242
caor?g :;g:i*?; f?qrd%o::ﬁf: Please add $3.00 for each copy ordered for
: postage and handling. Add state sales tax where
sales tax where applicable. applicable.
U Please bill me [J Standing
Facts about people [] Payment enclosed order
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