Introduction

As the following assortment of “observations”
demonstrates, there are no hard and fast rules
concerning collection development. Collection
development happens in libraries, Some librar-
ians take a fairly cavalier approach to it, some are
very serious about it, most probably operate

somewhere in between.

This variability in approach lent itself to an
issue devoted to “observations” from a number of
librarians on collection development themes, We
asked for an assortment of short observations
(not full-length articles) that might raise a few
eyebrows and generate some debate in the library
community. What we present to you fulfills part of
our original design; it is left up to you, the reader,

to complete the project.
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PLAIN
AND
SIMPLE

Our physical size and financial strength—necessary to make
and honor commitments—indicate the successful working
relationships we have with thousands of libraries worldwide.

But the plain truth is, simply, that it is our sensitivity to
your unique requirements, and our flexibility in providing an
exhaustive and relentless effort for total customer service
that is our real strength.

We want to work with you—to help you provide
exceptional patron service, which is your strength.

We can help. Write today—
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If the right to express your ideas is important to you...
then you can help fight suppression of free expression.

Freedom to Read Foundation

The battle is an important one, Today
reports of attempts to censor books
and information are at record highs.
Any book, magazine, photograph

or other material can be the target

of would-be censors from the left,
right or center.

Your membership in the Freedom
to Read Foundation can make a
difference in protecting the free flow
of information and ideas—the basic
principles of the First Amendment.

The Foundation is a 14-year-old
organization of librarians, lawyers,
educators, booksellers, authors,
publishers and other concerned citi-
zens who have joined together to
safeguard the tradition of-free expres-
sion in America. The Foundation
provides legal and financial support
to those at the frontline of censorship
challenges.

Your membership in the

Freedom to Read Foundation will:

help support librarians across the
nation who are beleaguered by

raids on our libraries

expand the freedom to read by

Yes, | want to become active in the
Freedom to Read Foundation.

My membership check for $

is enclosed. This tax-deductible
contribution entitles me to vote for
Foundation trustees and to receive

offering legal and financial help
in cases involving authors, pub-
lishers and booksellers

entitle you to the Freedom to Read
Foundation News, a quarterly
newsletter on censorship trends,
current court cases, legislative
developments, and reports

of successes in bouts with censors.

Books and ideas aren't dangerous
but information restraints on a free
people are. Protect the future of
the First Amendment. Join the
Freedom to Read Foundation.
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the quarterly Freedom to Read
Foundation News.
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