Letters

To the Editor:

You and your two contributing editors are to
be commended for assembling such a variety of
useful observations on the theme of collection
development in the Spring 1985 issue.

I found Harry Tuchmayer’s lead article of
particular interest but wish that he had confined
his observations to public libraries, with which he
is obviously more familiar than academic librar-
les.

On the one hand, Mr. Tuchmayer rightly
rejects the notion that “the guantity of titles is
more important than the appropriateness of the
volumes” in any library. Yet, on the other, he sup-
ports the acquisition of multiple copies of some
books in a college library. My experience both as a
reference librarian and library administrator in
several academic libraries, leads to the conclusion
that there is a positive correlation between a
weak book collection and the number of duplicate
copies in that collection. Generally speaking, the
more duplicate copies, the weaker the collection.
Stated another way, you don’t build a strong col-
lection by buying multiple copies of books. For
this reason most academic libraries have a policy
requiring written justification from any faculty
member who requests more than one copy of any
book. Not surprisingly, such justification is seldom
provided.

I am in complete agreement with Mr. Tuch-
mayer’s position that faculty selection of books
for an academic library is far from the most
desirable method of collection development. In
most instances, trained librarians, using such
selection tools as Choice and Library Journal,
can do a much more effective job of collection
development than faculty members, most of
whom approach their task from a narrow per-
spective, With this kind of perspective, it is impos-
sible to achieve a balanced collection, the pro-
fessed goal of all librarians.

Alva Stewart
Reference Librarian
F.D. Bluford Library
North Carolina A & T

Harry Tuchmayer replies:

Mr, Stewart and I obviously agree on the need
to make all library collections responsive to the
clientele they serve. In addition, we concur that
“quality collections” are in fact established by the
appropriateness of the volumes held. Our differ-
ence seems to revolve around the issue of how
best to obtain the appropriate volumes in an aca-
demic library.

I maintain that in most college and university
libraries the basic mission is to serve the under-
graduate. Consequently, what makes good collec-
tions is the constant availability of the best titles
in a particular field. The surest way to guarantee
this is not to think that all scholarly works on a
topic are equal but to recognize that standard
interpretations exist in all fields and that these
titles become the yardsticks by which scholars
measure the worthiness of new interpretations. It
is these known standard titles that should be
purchased in multiple copies to insure to all
undergraduates the availability of quality mate-
rial in preparing papers.

The real need of owning the more obscure
and esoteric titles rests with major research insti-
tutions supporting Ph.D. programs. The argu-
ments found in these and many other sound titles
are often found in the numerous scholarly jour-
nals that accompany most academic disciplines.
The historiographical needs of the undergraduate
and masters level student can therefore be satis-
fied by the serials holdings of most institutions.

With this in mind, I fail to see the “correlation
between a weak book collection and the number
of duplicate copies in that collection.”

This publication
1s available

in microform
from University
Microfilms
International.

Call toll-free 800-521-3044. In Michigan,
Alaska and Hawaii call collect 313-761-4700. Or
mail inquiry to: University Microfilms International,
300 North Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48106.
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We've taken book ordering
out of the Dark Ages.

BalaSYSTEMS™ is Baker & Taylor's newest generation
of electronic book ordering services. It's especially
designed to work with existing computer hardware,
with built in flexibility that allows you to match the
level of service to your library's unique needs.

Whichever service level you choose, you'll save time,
reduce paperwork and speed book acquisitions—all
at a lower cost. For example:

ORDER allows you to order books through your per-
sonal computer, using 2 modem and regular telephone
lines. Just enter the ISBNs and the following day you'll
receive electronic confirmation from which you can
print order slips. All calls are toll free. You also save
the cost and delay of postal delivery.

Or you can choose SEARCH AND ORDER. In addi-
tion to electronic ordering, this service gives you quick

Eastern Division, 50 Kirhy Avenue, Somerville, N] 08876 (201) 722-B000
Southern Division, Mt Olive Road, Commerce, GA 30599 (404) 335-5000

access to Baker & Taylor's diverse and comprehensive
database of over 800,000 title records. It's your single
source for virtually all the titles published or distrib-
uted in the United States. And you eliminate manual
searching and purchase order typing

Finally, BaTaSYSTEMS ACQUISITIONS offers on-line
access to our database and electronic ordering plus a
complete software package with fund accounting and
full reporting functions.

These advanced service technologies are typical of
how Baker & Taylor stays in step with the times,
building on our experience to bring you the latest in
library services.

BalaSYSTEMS. It's nothing less than a renaissance in

book acquISItiONS.  expepience vou can DEPEND ON

Write or phone today  BAKER & TAYLOR

for more information. 0 GRACE comparny

Midwestern Division, 501 5. Gladiolus Street, Momence, IL 60854  (815) 472-2444
Western Division, 380 Edison Way, Reno, NV 89564 (702) 786-6700
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