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In 1984, NCASL created a special committee
whose purpose was to acknowledge library media
coordinators’ skills and expertise while respond-
ing to their interests in purswing new ideas and
projects. The committee now grants financial
awards annually in support of its memberships’
research projects that provide for professional
growth, improve media program effectiveness,
and enhance student learning. The first research
grants were presented at the NCASL Work Confer-
ence in October 1984 to Carol F. Hall and Evange-
line M. Freeman. The first to share her findings
wnth the North Carolina Libraries readership,
Carol F. Hall reports on her study of North Caro-
lina’s use of microcomputers for school library
administration.

Applications for the 1986 grants are avail-
able from Beth Rountree, Thompson Staff Devel-
opment Center, 428 West Boulevard, Charlotte,
NC 28203.

Beth Rountree, Chairman
NCASL Research Grants Committee

With the introduction of microcomputers
into the marketplace in 1976, their potential for
use by school library media coordinators has
increased to the point of becoming almost essen-
tial in the administration of the school media cen-
ter. (For this report, the term “school media
center” refers to school libraries as well as media
centers; “school media coordinators” refers to
school librarians and media coordinators.) Micro-
computers have the capability to assist school
media coordinators in performing administrative
tasks such as circulation, acquisitions, cataloging,
inventory, and overdues, thus providing more
time for them to perform other services. For
instance, using microcomputers to produce over-
due notices may result in a savings of ninety per

Carol F. Hall is on leave from her job as Media Coordinator at
Githens Junior High School, Durham, NC.
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cent of clerical time normally used for this task.!

With the introduction of the microcomputer,
even the smallest school media centers are in a
position to take advantage of computer technol-
ogy.? In a time of seemingly increasing responsibil-
ities for media coordinators in the management
and utilization of information and technology as
well as a reduction of staff "and diminishing
resources, media coordinators are deciding to
automate.?

This research investigated the use of micro-
computers by school media coordinators in North
Carolina for administrative purposes in an at-
tempt to find out if school media coordinators in
North Carolina have been utilizing this new tech-
nology in the administration of their school media
centers.

The author studied the prevalence of use of
microcomputers by media coordinators in the
school media centers in North Carolina, and the
role media coordinators play in the selection of
microcomputers, the sources of funding and the
training and preparation for use of microcomput-
ers received by media coordinators in North
Carolina.

Methodology

Survey methodology was utilized to imple-
ment this study. The survey instrument used to
gather the primary data needed was a mail ques-
tionnaire. A ten per cent sample of 200 public
schools was chosen from the 2,011 schools listed in
the North Carolina Education Directory, 1983-
84. For the process of sample selection, random
numbers were generated using a function of the
Statistical Analysis System (SAS). A question-
naire with a self-addressed, stamped envelope
was mailed to the media coordinator in each
school in the sample. Of the 200 questionnaires
sent out, 143 were returned for a response of 71.5
per cent. The completed questionnaires were



edited, coded and entered in the computer for
analysis using the Statistical Analysis System
(SAS).

Summary of Findings

The median number of microcomputers in
this sample of public schools in North Carolina is
6 and the mean number of microcomputers is 9.6.
Senior high schools have the largest number of
microcomputers while junior high/middle schools
have more microcomputers than elementary
schools. The larger the school is the more micro-
computers it has. The number of microcomputers
in the schools may have increased since the ques-
tionnaires were filled out due to funding recently
provided by the North Carolina Legislature to
school districts in the state to purchase micro-
computers.

The median number of microcomputers in
school media centers in North Carolina is one and
the mean is two. In contrast to the total number
of microcomputers in the school, senior high
schools have fewer microcomputers in the media
center than do junior high/middle and elemen-
tary schools. Media centers in larger schools have
more microcomputers than media centers in the
smaller schools. Again, this number may also have
increased since the questionnaires were filled out
due to the funding by the Legislature.

Media coordinators have not
been actively involved in the
selection and purchase of
microcomputers....

Most of the school media coordinators (70.3
per cent) have a microcomputer readily available
to them, but only 22.5 per cent of the media coor-
dinators use a microcomputer for school/media
center administrative tasks. Junior high/middle
school media coordinators (43.3 per cent) use the
microcomputer more for media center adminis-
tration than do elementary (6.9 per cent) and
senior high school (36 per cent) media coordina-
tors. The reason given by most coordinators (35.6
per cent) for not using a microcomputer for
media center administration was either “inap-
propriate” or “no software”.

The greatest use of microcomputers for
media center administration is for overdues (61.3
per cent), followed by their use for library instruc-
tion (35.5 per cent) and then followed by equal
amounts of use (22.6 per cent) for circulation,

audio-visual inventory and equipment inventory.
Microcomputers are used least for processing
(12.9 per cent), bibliographies (12.9 per cent),
order files (9.7 per cent), ordering (6.5 per cent)
and equally 3.2 per cent for periodical control,
library reports, word processing and supplemen-
tary book inventory.

Using microcomputers to pro-
duce overdue notices may re-
sult in a savings of ninety per
cent of clerical time.....

Overall, media coordinators indicated a total
of thirty-two different software programs being
used for media center administration. In several
cases there were as many as eleven different
software programs being used for the same task
by different media coordinators in the sample.

The most predominant use of microcomput-
ers located elsewhere in the school is for class-
room instruction. Microcomputers are used to a
lesser degree in the schools for generation of
instruction materials and for school office admin-
istration.

A large number of media coordinators (70.8
per cent) plan to obtain microcomputers and
seventy-five per cent of the media coordinators
plan to use them for media center administration.

The findings indicate that media coordina-
tors have not been actively involved in the selec-
tion and purchase of microcomputers in the
school and even in the media centers. This fact is
interesting since media coordinators usually have
the responsibility of selecting audio visual equip-
ment in the schools.

There was no large difference in funding
sources for microcomputers in the schools. Forty
per cent of the media coordinators reported that
their schools purchased microcomputers with
state funds, 30.7 per cent with local funds and
24.7 per cent with federal funds. Findings were
very similar for funding used to purchase micro-
computers located in the media centers with 36.2
per cent reporting use of local funds, 33.3 per cent
reporting use of state funds, and 26.6 per cent
reporting use of federal funds.

Most school media coordinators in the state
have received some training and are familiar with
the general use of microcomputers, but less than
half of the media coordinators ‘have received
training in the use of microcomputers for media
center administration.
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The findings indicate that a large number
(71.4 per cent) of school media coordinators in
North Carolina need further training in the
general use of microcomputers and (91.7 per
cent) for school media center administration. The
study shows that most of the media coordinators
(92.6 per cent) would participate in a workshop
or course on the use of microcomputers for
school media center administration if one were
offered.
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Instructions for the Preparation
of Manuscripts

for North Carolina Libraries

1. North Carolina Libraries seeks to publish articles, book
reviews, and news of professional interest to librarians in
North Carolina. Articles need not be of a scholarly nature,
but they should address professional concerns of the library
community in the state.

2. Manuscripts should be directed to Frances B. Bradburn, Edi-
tor, North Carolina Libraries, Central Regional Education
Center, P.O. Box 549, Knightdale, N.C. 27545.

3. Manuscripts should be submitted in triplicate on plain white
paper measuring 8% x11°,

4. Manusgripts must be double-spaced (text, references, and
footnotes). Manuscripts should be typed on sixty-space lines,
twenty-five lines to a page. The beginnings of paragraphs
should be indented eight spaces. Lengthy quotes should be
avoided. When used, they should. be indented on both
margins.

5. The name, position, and professional address of the author
should appear in the bottom left-hand corner of a separate
title page.

6. Each page after the first should be numbered consecutively
at the top right-hand corner and carry the author’s last
name at the upper left-hand corner.

7. Footnotes should appear at the end of the manuscript. The
editors will refer to The Chicago Manual of Style, 13th edi-
tion. The basic forms for books and journals are as follows:

Keyes Metcalf, Planning Academic and Research Library
Buildings New York: McGraw, 1965), 416.

Susan K. Martin, “The Care and Feeding of the MARC
Format, " American Libraries 10 (September 1979): 498,

. Fhotographs will be accepted for consideration but cannot
be returned.

. North Carolina Libraries is not copyrighted, Copyright rests
with the author. Upon receipt, a manuscript will be acknowl-
edged by the editor. Following review of a manuscript by at
least two jurors, a decision will be communicated to the writ-
er. A definite publication date cannot be given since any
incoming manuscript will be added toa manuscript from
which articles are selected for each issue.
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Issue deadlines are February 10, May 10, August 10, and
November 10.




