Establishing and Maintaining
a Local History Collection

Foreword

The information in this issue seeks to guide
public librarians in the development of local his-
tory collections as integral parts of their libraries.
The issue was compiled during the 1986-1988
biennium by members of the Public Library Sec-
tion’s Genealogy/Local History Committee of the
North Carolina Library Association. The commit-
tee was assisted by Alice R. Cotten of the North
Carolina Collection, University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, and Cathy J. Morris, then president
of the Society of North Carolina Archivists.

Although local collections in public libraries
normally contain both historical and genealogical
materials, they will be discussed here as local his-
tory collections. A good local history collection
should include print and non-print materials per-
taining to the people and history of the geogra-
phical area for which the library is responsible,
These should be supplemented with a basic col-
lection of historical and genealogical works that

will aid patrons in placing the history of their
communities or families in the context of North
Carolina's past.

In leading the reader toward the goal of
building a local history collection and making its
resources available to the public, this guide begins
with a discussion of collection development and
continues with components on technical services,
the library environment, staffing, programming,
and marketing. The appendix contains bibliogra-
phies and addresses of used and rare book
dealers, genealogical publishers, professional organ-
izations, and vendors of archival-quality supplies.
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EBSCO has all your serials
needs covered—from ef-
ficiently processing your
order for an obscure pub-
lication to keeping your
active claims up-to-date to
providing you with custom-
ized reports for improved
serials management to
timely response on all your
questions and problems.
Because we are as commit-
ted to keeping your cus-
tomer service needs met as
we are to increasing our
huge database of serials
titles, we operate 23 re-
gional processing and ser-
vice centers throughout
the world. At EBSCO, in
addition to a qualified sales-
person, your account will
be serviced by a know!-
edgeable customer service

representative and an en-
tire regional office staff
dedicated to providing you
with sound customer ser-
vice. And, because we
want to better understand
and serve your needs,
many of our regional cus-
tomer service personnel
have actual library training
and experience.

Isn’t that what you ex-
pect from a professional
subscription agency?

EBSCO

SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES
8000 Forbes Place, Suite 204
Springfield, VA 22151
703-321-9630 (Tel)
800-368-3290 (Outside VA
703-321-9159 (Fax)




SirS
structures the
information explosion

Thousands of landmark articles on social issues are
reprinted, indexed and cross-referenced in SIRS volumes.
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