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‘gql As | have indicated before in this
n&\:’"‘ﬂ, | sincerely feel that we sometimes
n“b?‘r get around to adequately hundllpg
¢ relations. Oscar Wilde once said,

®e is only one thing in the world worse
Eein being talked about, and that is not
ﬁfrl:]? talked about” As the General As-

IIHY ly prepares to convene in January,

Ink that each of us should take time to

& contact with our legislators, whether
are veterans or newcomers. Unfor-

i Stely, we have not been very vocal in
by Past, and as a result, we often are by-

.‘:“-’d when it comes to funding or legis-
n.

Since election time, many librarians in
State have already made personal con-

:" or have written their legislators con-

o Ulating them on their election and
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Qre"i"lg their services should they need in-
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w.Nation on libraries in carrying out their

h ’:c""sibilities. There are several things

Mo, You need to keep in mind when you

b ‘® these contacts in order that they will

0 your advantage.

Ne;\s a starter, you should be individual.

0;" send a carbon copy or a multipli —

pre'-'ced letter to your legislator if you

i“ﬂ ¢t him or her to give it individual
Sntion, |ndividual attention from a legis-

" deserves individual attention from

e, “Onstituent. This way they will know

You are not merely passing on some-
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Report from the President

thing that was given to you but are stating
your own original ideas.

As you can imagine, legislators are
literally swamped with thousands of pieces
of correspondence. Therefore, keep it brief.
They like to receive mail from their con-
stituents, but if the letter runs over one
page, due to the press of time, they may
set it aside to read later and never get

Gene D. Lanier
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around to a review. Information or data
supporting your ideas should be included
as an attachment rather than as a part of
the letter.

It is important to be positive. Simply
sending a letter asking a legislator to vote
for or against a bill is not enough. He
wants to know your reasons. Tell him
in your own words why you think pro-
posed legislation is good or bad. Most
legislators try to make a judgment on the
basis of the best information they have.
Your thought or idea might be a new one
or a new way of expressing an idea and
that could be the very one that appeals
to him.

Do not continually write your legislator
about many items of legislation. The shot-
gun approach does not usually work. Write
only about matters that have your deep
or serious concern. Zero in on the most im-
portant issues.

Too often we are quick to criticize a
particular vote that we disagree with but
never consider those that go along with
our thinking. When your legislator casts
a good vote in your opinion, or when he
makes a public statement which you be-
lieve to be good, drop him a note and
thank him for his concern or his interest.
| read someplace that most legislators re-
ceive letters of condemnation at a ratio
of better than ten fo one over those of
commendation. All of us know how im-
portant it is to get a pat on the back
occasionally. Remember to say thank you.

Although this is only one area with
which you should be concerned, this is
certainly an excellent place to start. Watch
for nofices that have to do with pending
legislation involving libraries and imme-
diately let your legislators know your feel-
ings and why.

Another issue of great concern has to
do with the possible reorganization of the
North Carolina Library Association. A num-
ber of the membership have come to me
suggesting that we might better meet their
needs if we were organized around in-
terest areas rather than by types of
libraries. Ohio and Florida are examples

of state organizations that have Cha"gedl ““l ho
to this approach. Due to these cO"‘erig C'VE
| have appointed an ad hoc committé® | Aroli)
investigate and make recommendaf! | Omm
concerning reorganization. | am nof Pih{' Mnuq
sonally convinced that this is necessﬂfﬂ‘i- Ne
the way to go, but | do feel it impo ¢ o Tshij
to see what the advantages and . long -
advantages of such an arrangement ml%s!. 34

be. | asked section chairmen to Sugghg'ﬁ &;mw
names of persons in their sections v:his. NCLA

would be willing to do research if I;"Ediu

area. |,‘;i‘!ﬂd
m-! 0

The membership of this important ‘oeﬁl of I:::.I.

mittee is now complete. G. John H?Ld'- i

representing the Junior Members ROy fel‘en“

table, has agreed to chair the 9"°”p'|19i <

you have strong feelings one way o' Jike ' on !:‘

other, the committee would very muc ities” in

to hear from you. His address is Huma™" thr
Division, L. R. Wilson Library, Uni\'e""”‘ro-
North Carolina, Chapel Hill, North €%

lina 27514, You might contact him ©f oW
representative on the committee. FO'"

ing are the other members of the c:n‘s
mittee: Richard B. Meldrom (Ch'[dras};
Services); Barbara Baker (Junior C""egsgn
Miriam G. Ricks (NCASL); David Loy s
(Public Libraries); Mrs. A. D. Tafé and-
(Trustees); Betty I. Young (Colleg€s (Re'l
Universities); and W. Robert Pollard art. VI
sources and Technical Services). Be ¢ i|¢i-|

of this study. Although you would ges
mately vote yourself on any ch?"
should they be recommended, now " 4is
time to be heard so you can be " © |
issue from the beginning.

g in’

| have recently received prelimlnarfcia/
formation concerning state library 9%~ ..
tions from the Southeastern States oohgre
ative Library Survey. As you kﬂﬂwf,brdd_
are ten states in the Southeastern U of
Association. Some of the data migh' ¢ the
interest to you. As an example, siX © e
associations employ an execufive a7 \
tary. Sections or divisions range f°
low of four in Alabama to a high ©' %5,
in Florida, Georgia, and North Car® it, Mog,
The average number of standing €™ ‘4
tees is eleven. NCLA has fourteel the¥
several ad hoc committees. Althoug
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hﬂﬂggd, U have committees dedling with legis-
oncell Wive  matters and membership, North
itte® | Mroling is the only state with a Grievance
dafi  Mmmittee. Five of the associations meet
ot P?],. Shnyglly,

;essﬂ;pﬂ North Carolina has the highest mem-
P2 die ¢ "ship of any of the other state associa-
g ?“S. This sounds good, but we only have
% of our potential membership. The
I'gest percentage of the membership in
hié CLA is made up of school librarians/
 v8dia coordinators, while trustees and
N"Ends are in the majority in Alabama.
it €™ Orth Carolina has the highest percentage

He)’erf school people belonging to the state
ROU”dﬁ' ¥"‘3°Cic|ﬁon. We also have the largest con-
oup* 'ence attendance.

or ’: Individual membership dues are based
ch ,II- " a sliding scale, determined by salary
10_"'“{ three of the states. Dues range from a
rsg o

r Yguf

eolloY’

bracket type shelving.

or reinforced concrete decks.

M|P

Modular steel bookstacks since 1897

high of $10.00 to $4.00, with an average
of $7.00. Ours as you know is $5.00 a
year or $10.00 for the biennium. Three of
the associations — Alabama, Georgia, and
North Carolina — award one or more schol-
arships.

| feel that the major reason for our
being number one in several of the cate-
gories is due to our active membership.
Please continue being involved. Each issue
of NORTH CAROLINA LIBRARIES carries a
directory of officers and committee chair-
men with their addresses. If you want to
be a part of the important work of your
association, contact these people and offer
your services. Together we can become
number one in all areas of concern. | con-
tinue to solicit your support. My sincere
thanks goes out to you for your important
contributions.

| pe
? cO“LL pre- e m l— n e nt % adj. Eminent above others;

prominent; superior, esp. in excellence.

- Superior from design to installation-
A&

‘& IMP's complete bookstack systems

01 Single Tier Stacks—options for free-standing or top-braced steel units with
O Multi-Tier Stacks—maximum storage with flexibility; choice of cellular steel

[0 Accessories—carrels, divider shelves, open or pivoting magazine displays,
book supports, card frames, matching range indicators and label holders.

[J Planning Expertise—VMP helps with designs for new or remodeled li-
braries, installation by trained VMP crews.

f Color brochure and prompt, personal service are yours for the asking.

VIRGINIA METAL PRODUCTS

Division of the Gray Manufacturing Co.

General Offices and Main Plant, Orange, Va. 22960

Telephone: 703/672-2800

Multi-Plant Manufacturing Facilities: Crange, Va.; Brookneal, Va.;
Atlanta, Ga.; Chicago, IIl.



AtBaker & Taylor,
you can choose your type of

CATALOGING & PROCESSING!

This service available with book orders only

IWEY/SEARS DEWEY/LC LC/LC

‘idged Dewey Classification, Unabridged Dewey Classification, Library of Congress Clﬂssiﬁuali"‘
rs Subject Headings Library of Congress Subject and subject headings ...

From Baker & Taylor's Headings . .. FROM MARC TAPE!
computerized file of more FROM MARC TAPE! (Unedited)

than 120,000 K-12 titles. (Unedited)
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EWEY/  DEWEY/LC
\EARS AND LC/LC
for cataloging and processing, and that includes complete processing:
* Complete set of catalog cards * Mylar jacket attached to the book
B60c¢ 89c¢ | ° Book pocket mounted in the book {or specify no Mylar jacket and
* Book card pay only 40¢ for Dewey/Sears;
® Spine label mounted on the book 65¢ for Dewey/LC and LC/LC)
for our book processing kit, left unattached so that you may complete
your own processing. Kit components are:
29¢ | 35¢
® Complete set of catalog cards * Book card
* Book pocket ® Spine label
Not ¢ : ® Complete set of catalog cards only e
ailable| 29€ | for single components : (MARGC Tape only) or L
® Mylar jacket only _/ #
I
| 1
Numerous call number options are available at no extra cost. y
There is no extra charge if LC numbers are not included in your order. L
Write today for our detailed specification sheet to include with your next book order. f

The Baker & Taylor Co.

N
\TERN DIVISION SOUTHEAST DIVISION MIDWEST DIVISION SOUTHWEST DIVISION WESTERN les"gﬂ:
AERVILLE, NEW JERSEY 08876 COMMERCE, GEORGIA 30529 MOMENCE, ILLINDIS 60954 CLARKSVILLE, TEXAS 75426 RENO, NEVADA
Kirby Avenue, Tel: 201-722.8000  Tel: 404-335-5000 Gladiola Avenue Industrial Park 380 Edison ‘Nl?i'
. City Tel: 212-227-8470 Atlanta Area Tel: 815-472-2444 Tel: 214-427-3811 Tel: 702-786-6
Tel: 0-WX-5555 Chicago Tel: 312-641-3233

Inspection Center for Books and Media: 5820 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles, California 90036, Telephone: 213-938-2925



