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| WALTER WHITAKER. Centennial History of
Alamance County 1849-1949. (Burling-

| ton: Alamance County Historical As-
sociation, 1975.) 270 pp. Maps, photo-
graphs, index. Order from the pub-
lisher.

' This county history, subtitled “A Birth-
day in Progress”, was written by a young
Umateur historian in collaboration with

! Sfuley A. Cook and A. Howard White,

| editors of the Burlington Times-News. Pub-
lished in 1949, it is being reprinted under
the auspices of the Alamance County His-
torical Association by the Seeman Printery
of Durham. It will be available early in
1975,

It is a general, descriptive account of
the growth and development of Alamance
ounty over a hundred -year period.
Though it captures rather well the flavor
of the early days in Alamance, its prin-
Cipal value is the identification and brief
discussion of the people and groups that
Played significant roles in the educational,
Political, and industrial growth of the
County. It is unfortunate that this history
as not been revised and updated. County
istories, however, are difficult to prepare
Ond few professional historians take any
Interest in such local projects. More im-
Portantly, the declining status of counties
9s administrative units of government sug-

|
gests that local history perhaps should be '
written around some other focus. |
1

ROBERT W. REISING. Jim Thorpe: Tar Heel.
(Rocky Mount: Communique’, Inc., .
1974.) 34 pp. photographs, statistics. ”

Order from the publisher. '

'!

How many North Carolianians have;
ever heard of a baseball player named «
“Wa-Tho-Hook”? He played in the old |
Coastal Plain League with teams in Rocky |
Mount and Fayetteville. | had not until |
read this slim little volume about the great
American athlete Jim Thorpe. Written by |
Professor Robert Reising of Pembroke State
University, this study links Thorpe’s Olympic
victories, and the subsequent retraction of "
his medals and honors, to the sandy play-’
ing fields of Eastern North Carolina. Reising '
knows the game of baseball and he tells
an interesting tale. Thorpe comes 1hrough'||-
these pages as o talented, rough-and-*
tumble, highly likable young Indian whoi
drew baseball fans to the games by the?
hundreds. The tragedy of the story is the!!
action of Olympic officials in ruling that'"
the “Big Chief” was a professional athlete’
because of his summer pastimes in the"n
sand lots of Rocky Mount and Fayetteville."s
This brief study is part of a full-length:
biography of Thorpe presently being pre-|
pared by the author. |
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DAVID REID HODGIN. The Lower Animal.
(Boone: The Minor Press, 1974.) 24 pp.
Order from the author, Route No. 1,
Box 120, Boone, N. C. 28607 Add .25
for postage.

Now and again small, privately print-
ed works come to our attention and say
things that need to be said. Unfortunately,
they are not widely read. For me at least,
this little volume, containing two poems and
a parable, fits this description. It is not
really a work about North Carolina, but
the author views mankind from the moun-
tains of the state and what he says about
human beings in general certainly applies
to North Carolinians.

The first piece, “The Lower Animal: A
Parable in Doggeral For Our Day,” strikes
my fancy because | have long suspected
that the hierarchy of man and beast might
properly be reversed. “To see ourselves as
others see us” is good advice. Hodgin tells
us how our animal friends see us. An
example:

No beast on earth save money-
loving Man
Will take a beautiful thing to profit by
And warp and degrade it every
way he can
Until the clean thing turns to a
filthy lie.

It goes on like that, and there is a lot
of truth here.

The two poems, “Homo Insapiens” and
Who Dared to Walk Erect,” speak also
to the cruel and rapacious nature of man,
but they contain seeds of hope and op-
timisim and reveal the author’s belief that
“Reverence for life is the one true, ultimate
gospel.”

NELL WISE WECHTER. Teach’s Light. (Win-
ston-Salem: John F. Blair, Publisher,
1974.) $4.95. lllustrations by Bruce
Tucker.

Young readers who are interested in
ghost stories or swashbuckling tales of the
sea will enjoy this novel. It is a fictionalized
account of Edward Teach, better known as
Blackbeard, a bloodthirsty pirate who plied

his trade along the outer banks of North
Carolina. The story is cast as a fantasy ©
two youngsters who set out to find the
source of “Teach’s Light” in the Litile Dis*
mal Swamp. They are caught up by @
ghostly illumination and carried back
through tfime to Blackbeard’s youth. They
follow his career from a tavern in Bristol
through his apprenficeship in a British
privateer, to his final glory and death in
the shallow coves around Ocracoke Island:

Mrs. Wechter has won numerous awards
for children’s books. As an experience
novelist she spins a good yarn, and as ¢
successful public school teacher she knows
about the things that young people enjoy:
This volume maintains both the quality an
style of her earlier works. An entertaining
story, Teach’s Light also gives the yound
reader an accurate account of one ©
North Carolina’s most notorious citizens —
Blackbeard the pirate.

ORDER YOUR
MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS. ..

ONCE AND
FOR ALL!

Save hours and dollars
—time and money . . .
place one order and re-
ceive one invoice from
the world's only fully-
automated library maga-
zine subscription agency.
As a Faxon customer,
you'll receive the bene-
fits of our library infor-
mation service; FACS,
our new automated
claims system; our Se-
rials Updating Service
Bulletin; and much more.
For a full description of
our capabilities, write for
a copy of our Service
Brochure and annual Li-
brarians' Guide to Peri-
odicals, or call toll-free
— 1-800-225-7894.

Library business is our only
business — since 1881.
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15 Southwest Park, Westwood, MA 02090
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