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. In his essay on “The New Naturalism”
M the book, Changing Values on Campus,
niel Yankelovich calls special attention
9 three themes from his study of the stu-
et movement during the past seven
Years: “the stress on community rather
i“n the individual, the apparent anti-
Mellectyalism and emphasis on the non-
.Otional, and the search for sacredness
" natyre.” (p. 171.) More than one com-
Mentator of the social scene has noted the
fo-Rousseauvian character of the student
Vement in the past decade, but few ele-
Ments have disturbed teaching scholars and
olar-librarians more than the emphasis
Pon the nonrational with its stress on
ise“mry experience and the concomitant
"articulate nature of its expression. As
olars, we are, after all, committed to
_Quest for truth through logical exami-
"ation of many alternatives, and for most
Us the outright rejection of orderly,
fional methods means the ultimate de-
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struction of all that we have built, includ-
ing libraries, which so well represent the
accumulated knowledge and wisdom of
mankind. For those of us responsible for
the management of society’s institutions the
disdain for technique, however trivial or
sterile that technique may sometimes be-
come, can ultimately be self-defeating for
a populous and complex society. And even
in that element so beloved by the counter-
culture, the demonsiration of compassion
for one’s fellow man, some of our col-
leagues in the social sciences have pointed
out that compassion without knowledge
can often be devastating to both giver
and recipient. So the emergence of dis-
respect for our cultural heritage and for
the authority of established institutions
troubles us for very good reasons.

Yet the emphasis upon the need for
community, the realization that there is
more to poetry than scanning or to philos-
ophy than an endless discussion of words,
and an appreciation of the responsibilities
of power are all very much needed cor-
rectives to our society. Where we in the
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traditional university culture would dis-
agree would be in the method of achiev-
ing such goals. The emergence of a new
naturalism  without a recognition that
there have been return-to-nature move-
ments before, e.g. Rousseau in France and
Wordsworth and his colleagues in England,
is to hold a mistaken view of the new-
ness of contemporary society. Perhaps it
will be our special function in the academic
community during the seventies to remind
our students and to remind citizens gen-
erally that concern for the oppressed,
working for social justice, and a sense of
community did not suddenly come into
existence in the early nineteen-sixfies.
They've been around for a long time in
the human race generally and this country
specifically for quite a while.

How does this relate to our theme to-
day, “The University and the Library: Inter-
action and Change?” and the celebration
of the formal opening of this new library
which we all applaud? In a highly signifi-
cant way. As an educational philosophy
we are saying to the community and to
ourselves that libraries and librarianship
are important to the future of civilization,
that they are important to this academic
community and this state, and that students,
faculty, and non-campus users who seek
answers to society’s problems can inter-
act with each other in a more meaningful
way in North Carolina State’s new D. H.
Hill Library. We are acknowledging that
new answers may be found, that new light
may be shed upon a variety of questions,
and that teaching may be improved by
the facilities now available. Thus our panel,
and the other activities of today, while
focusing on the future, testify also to our
faith in the importance of learning and
scholarship, to our belief in the significance
of orderly, rational methods in improving
society, and to our hope that mankind’s
previous experiences can still shed light
upon contemporary problems. If we do no
more than testify to that faith, then this
day will have been significant not only
in the history of North Carolina State
University but in the history of scholarship
as well.

However, we have come here to &
more than that. The subject of this pﬂ"’:
is_interaction and change. Certainly d
of us are aware of the need for chand?
in our society and for change in our U
versities. Those of us connected with un"
versities are very much aware of the n
for greater flexibility and greater adapt®
bility on the part of curricula and student®
The recent report of the Shultz Committé®
on Undergraduate Education at Cha
Hill is only one example among many of
the reexamination of how we achieve 0¥
educational objectives. In stressing
need for a multiplicity of choices for
bachelor's degree the Committee state®
“The undergraduate experience must
based on a flexible program of offering®
Not all students are alike in personam)'i
intellect, tastes, and aspirations. Not @'
professors are alike in style of mind, mod®®
of relating to students, or educational co™
victions. Obviously no single form of unde”
graduate education will be universally suil
able.” In its attempt to grapple with
problems raised by that assumption 1
Shultz Committee then proposes a seré®
of four additional programs or conce™
trations for undergraduate study includind
Prescribed Studies, Language and Cultv’®
Major, Divisional Major, and Elected SV
dies. | cite this example as only °';;
of many with implications for the use
libraries. One might as easily mention th°
same strain toward a more responsive P/
fessional education that comes from
fessor Edgar H. Schein’s book on Profé”
sional Education for the Carnegie Co™
mission on Higher Education. For if
are to move to a new kind of educatio’
both at the professional and undergre®
uate level, that puts more emphasis uP°
the students being responsible for his 0'"5
education, and his development of ski
independently, with guidance from his pr%
fessor, then the need for library resour
and services will become more importd™
not less important, in his education. if ¥*
are serious about such educational inno¥?
tions as self-paced study, independe d
study, concentrated study, small-group db‘
seminar-tutorial methods, project- or P
lem-centered study, practicum or clint
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<ourses, work-study and off-campus intern-
b'PS. then | don’t see how these can
® accomplished without heavy library in-
I: Vement. That these also present prob-
Ms of new services and higher costs for
oue University library also must be pointed
'h‘ and concern for such costs will be
fhe responsibility of a far larger group
Ieun library directors. Perhaps my col-
i“Q‘Ues will address themselves to the
Mplications of such educational changes
i;" the library. Certainly as a result of
thpmved learning centers in schools and
€ presence of TV our students are better
"®pared for college than ever and are
etter prepared to use libraries than ever.
e few libraries in higher education have
fe:n begun to develop the multi-media

Ources now prevalent in good elemen-
ary and secondary schools.

In terms of library management, the
SVenties are going to be a very different
fiod from the sixties. The past decade
08 one of tremendous expansion of staffs,
SSources, buildings, enroliments, graduate
ed; professional programs, and newer
e, The seventies will likely see a level-
"9 off in such activities. We are already
hie?'ﬂg taxpayer resistance to funding
igl-ﬁl‘ education and there seems every
ee'hood that we will be doing more for
%S. Meanwhile, despite the emergence
nancial problems, librarians will have
nel eal with new and exgensiv? te::h-
& :‘9)’. the program of copyright violation
erms of the Williams and Wilkins case,

€ strengthening of library networks, the
fr 9nging nature of information in libraries
g°m books, journals, and printed media
e"“-‘_rully, to a host of newer media such
S Video tapes, micromaterials in abund-
"€, recordings, slides, and computer
1h§f5- All of this comes at a time when
€ will remain a need for a large core

9k collection, both for undergraduate
graduate work, and a greater commit-
un:* fo open access to libraries for every-
Vo No library whether at a large uni-
coll ity, like N. C. State or a small church
b que with a few hundred students, can
i PIoit resources of other libraries through
Pressive interlibrary networks without

sizeable expenditures for reference books,
bibliographies, indexes and abstracting
services. To cite only one example Chemi-
cal Abstracts, indispensable for work in
many sciences, now costs libraries $1,900
per year, excluding the quinquinnial sub-
ject indexes. Add the CAS tapes and
you have yet another cost factor.

Some help may be coming from the
national level, though this is not an ad-
ministration very sympathetic to libraries.
The final emergence of bibliographic con-
trol at the national level through Title 1I-C
of the Higher Education Act of 1965, the
prospect for a national serials lending li-
brary for less used materials, the hope
(and it's not much more than that) for
better sharing of resources among libraries,
all have potential for making our libraries
more efficient and though probably not
less economical. However, in terms of my
opening remarks, | think we have to rec-
ognize that while we may be interested
in more efficient and economical libraries,
our patrons could not care less about this
technological thrust of our society. There-
fore the librarian himself is going to have
to live with a higher frustration ratio as
he seeks both to humanize his library for
his patrons and also to make better use
of the newer technology in an attempt
to stabilize his costs. He must also contend,
as a presumed establishmentarian, with
periodic outbreaks against resources, such
as increased mutilation and thievery, or
security problems generally along with an
egalitarianism which makes regulation for
the good of the entire community more
difficult than ever. In some cases directors
also face the problem of library staffs
who increasingly want to be a part of the
decision-making process. In some ways his
is not an enviable task.

If this were the whole story, of course,
we would be prone to despair. Fortunately,
it isn't, and our presence here today, if
it does nothing else, is proof that we want
the university library and its community to
interact more responsibly and to be rea-
sonably perceptive to the need for change.
There are indications that faculty members
are once more rallying to one of the major
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resources, that administrations are recog-
nizing that deferred purchases merely lead
to greater costs down the road, and that
higher education boards are waking up
to what has already been accomplished
in coordinating library programs. Library
staffs are learning again that service is
an important component of library opera-
tions and students are gradually becoming
aware that what diminishes resources for
one person diminishes them for all. His-
torians sometimes wonder why every gen-

erafion must reinvent the wheel, but the/
notice it's a fairly common phenomen"ﬁ
As we discuss these ideas together

doubt that we'll come up with revolutio”
ary answers, but | certainly hope that by
interacting together we can become awd™
not just of our problems, but also o
opportunities that lie ahead. If we ochie‘fe

this only partially, the new D. H.

Library will be suitably launched on 9" |

other generation of service to N. C. S
University.

Blackbeard for all ages!

BLACKBEARD THE PIRATE: A Reappraisal of His Life and Times

by Robert E. Lee

A fresh and scholarly look at the famous pirate separates facts from legends and
reaches some surprising conclusions. Dr. Lee is a law professor at Wake Forest

University. Illustrated. $8.95

TEACH’S LIGHT
by Nell Wise Wechter

Two adventurous teen-agers are whirled back into time to witness the fabulous

career of Blackbeard. The fourth book by

one of North Carolina’s best-loved
writers for young readers.

Illustrated.
$4.95

vy S, \
re—t—

P E ST

JOHN F. BLAIR, Publisher
1406 Plaza Drive 3

Winston-Salem, North Carolina 2710

il

-



