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In June 1971 the U. S. Office of Edu-
cation awarded a grant of $53,265 to
North Carolina Central University School
of Library Science to identify and co-
ordinate African-American materials in six
southeastern states. Phase Il of the project
began on July 1, 1972 with an additional
grant of $74,679. The cumulative amount
for 1971-1973 is $127,944. The purpose
of AAMP is to locate, describe and co-
ordinate newspapers, periodicals, biblio-
graphies, manuscripts, pre-1950 imprints,
theses and oral history. During Phase |,
the emphasis was placed on newspapers,
periodicals and bibliographies. AAMP has
continued to work on these forms of
materials during Phase Il in addition to
manuscripts, pre-1950 imprints, theses and
oral history.

The six states parficipating in the pro-
ject are Alabama, Georgia, North Caro-
lina, South Carolina, Tennessee and Vir-
ginia. The state coordinators who are con-
ducting the state searches are Mr. Casper
L. Jordan — Atlanta University, Georgia;
Dr. Jessie C. Smith — Fisk University, Ten-
nessee; Mr. Jason Grant Il — Hampton
Institute, Virginia; Mrs. Sadie Hughley —
North Carolina Central University; Mrs.
Lillie Walker — South Carolina State Col-
lege; Mrs. Annie King — Tuskegee Insti-
tute, Alabama. AAMP headquarters are
located in the James E. Shepard Memorial
Library, North Carolina Central University.
The staff consists of the Director — Dr.
Annette L. Phinazee; Associate Director —
Miss Geraldine O. Matthews and Library

Assistant — Mrs. Edythe B. Jones. They aré
assisted by two student workers.

Planning sessions are held at intervals
to establish and discuss field objectives:
search techniques, problems and progress:
The group decided to contact libraries:
archives and private collectors and ask
them to report their holdings in specific
areas to the state coordinators. Concisé
questionnaires, accompanied by cover let
ters are used to gather data within the
six states. Each of the six participating
institutions has received allocations from
the project's funds to defray miscellaneous
costs. The major costs incurred are fof
personnel, field frips and materials needed
to implement the project. Reports of hold-
ings on cards, statistical data and narro*
tive reports are forwarded to headquarters
according to standardized reporting pro-
cedures and dates,

Results of activities are as follow:

AAMP compiled a finding list of over
1000 retrospective and current black peri-
odicals and newspapers.

AAMP compiled a 414-page checklist
of pre-1950 authors. The list includes over
16,000 authors from many countries. These
lists were distributed to the state coordi-
nators.

Many cards have been received from
the six states in the areas of newspapers:
periodicals, bibliographies, pre-1950 im-
prints, manuscripts and theses. Most have
complete bibliographical information and
location symbols. They are organized by
form as received.
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| Several manuscripts and private col-
Sctions have been located that have not
®en previously idenfified in published
Ources, Some have been placed in li-
faries and plans are being made to
Of9anize them.

AAMP received a $25,000 Special Pur-
POse Grant under Higher Education Act,
ile Il.A (prepared by Pennie E. Perry of

orth Carolina Central University in con-
Sorfium with Fisk University, Hampton In-
Stitute, South Carolina State and Tuskegee
Institute). Each library received $5,000 to
9Cquire expensive and infrequently used
ack materials in specific areas. This part
of the project represents a beginning
foward cooperative acquisitions.

The presidents of the six institutions
Were sent letters stressing the need for
9rchival programs. Hampton has an espe-
:’“"Y strong program and has offered to

QOre with others.

Efforts are made to identify similar
Projects and whenever possible to co-ordi-
g‘“ﬁ activities. Fisk has established a Black
“ral History Program funded by the Na-
onal Endowment for the Humanities. The
COUbClmu Center for Higher Education, a
s Nsortium of black colleges in the state,

Sponsoring CEMBA — The Collection and
3 Ucation of Materials by Black Americans
"d an Oral History Project.

e major problems encountered by
articipants are insufficient time and
Personnel. The state coordinators have had
° send follow-up letters, make telephone
Calls and vyisits.

_Some librarians who received question-

"Qires have stated that they do not have
€ time or staff to check their holdings.
c" addition, some will not permit the
ards to be removed by AAMP assistants
nd reproduced.
& Many of the libraries within the region
o have special collections, therefore
: Entification of material dispersed through-
Ut the catalog has been difficult. This
® of search is especially important in
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some of the rich collections of the large
libraries and state archives where valuable
material has been obscured for many years.

It appears that this project is the first
formal effort to coordinate African-Ameri-
can materials on a regional basis. The
participants have benefited from exchanges
of information, discussion of common prob-
lems and professional association in a
specialized area. National coordination is
the ultimate goal.

The opportunity to locate materials is
also an important feature of this project.
The public has not usually been aware
of these activities by librarians in the past
and it has not been possible to provide
financial assistance for field searches. The
financial resources are limited, but this
project does represent an initial thrust
toward making the public appreciate and
preserve the materials of a segment of
the U. S. population whose history is in
danger of being lost if steps are not taken
to collect and maintain these sources.



