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Passport to Adventure
-The Right to Read

by THE HONORABLE NICK GALIFIANAKIS
Member, U. S. House of Representatives

| am honored to be here today with such
o0 astute group of people. You may be
9Ssured that as | was preparing my re-
Marks, | was particularly careful to double-
theck all my references. | am also pleased
!0 share this occasion with people whose
Profession has been extolled by poets,
P]“YWrigh'rs, and even composers of mus-
al comedy. Perhaps you are familiar
With the Shakespearean character who
Prized his library above his dukedom. And
We all remember with great fondness the
Madam Librarian” of “Music Man” fame,
Who felt called upon to elevate the minds

her townspeople by persuading them to
'ead the “good” books.

Looking out at this audience today re-
Minds me anew of how completely the
Members of your profession have spanned

& decades to explode the mythical image

the quiet, subdued, introspective librarian
Who was lost in a maze of dusty volumes.

N today’s public awareness, you are one of

& most “with i’ groups of our fime . . .
Sharing with an inquisitive public not only
9 wealth of wonderful volumes, but a
World of maps, globes, films, tapes, in-
Ormation retrieved by computers, and
Modern micro-media.

) One of my favorite friends in Washing-
on is a public school librarian —an in-
Testing and charming person who helps us
With research projects from time to fime.
ot long ago after one hectic work day,
wrote a poem which | suspect captures
Much of the atmosphere of a school library
*+ . and | persuaded her to let me share

her verse with you today. It is written com-
pletely in quotations, and it goes like this:

“I'm looking for a book I've seen . ..
I¥'s about this big, and green.

| don't recall what it's about,

But I'd like to check it out.”

“Do you have a book that's shori?

| need it for a book report.

Please help me find one right away . ..
I just found out it's due todayl”

“Miss Fassett, Bobby’s such a jerk!

He talks so much that | can’t work.
Please send him back. You can’t send ME . .
My teacher said to stay ‘til threel”
“Qur Christmas play is looking worse . . .
can we come in here to rehearse?

Boy, this is going to be a riot!

Oh sure, Miss Fassett, we'll be quiet.”
“| have to use this book on weather,
But the pages are all stuck together . . .
It looks a lot like bubble gum,

Now I’ve got it on my thumbl”

What's atomic energy?”

“Are there microbes in the sea?”

"How deep is the Pacific Ocean?”
“Will you define perpetual motion?”
“Quick! | need a book on snails.”
“How heavy are the biggest whales?”
"Why can't fish breathe out of water?”
Who was Agamemnon'’s daughter?”
“Why did the Roman Empire fall?”
“Don’t you know anything at all?”

| would imagine that most of you have
had experiences similar to the one depicted
in that verse, and on behalf of all my fellow
Tarheels, | want to thank you for your
patience and understanding . . . and for



24 — NORTH CAROLINA LIBRARIES

the very tangible public service you are
providing to the people of North Carolina.

| think it is very clear that, throughout
history, the library has played a vital role
in the American educational process . .
and | might add that your history has been
a fascinating one. More than three centuries
ago, the general court of the Massachusetts
Bay Colony appropriated 400 pounds to
establish a college. A couple of years later,
when the Reverend John Harvard donated
an additional sum of money, and gave
over 300 volumes from his library to this
new institution, the grateful court named it
Harvard College in his honor.

In the following century, the Subscription
Library — as it was called — also was view-
ed as having a clear educational purpose.
Benjamin Franklin declared that the Sub-
scription Library had “improved the gen-
eral conversation of Americans and made
the common tradesmen and farmers as in-
telligent as most gentlemen from other
countries.”

The relationship between the Public Lib-
rary and education was clearly defined in
the 19th century by Melvil Dewey, the
Decimal King, when he noted that “The
school TEACHES children to read, and
the library must supply them with reading
which will serve to educate”.

Over the past one hundred years, the ex-
pansion and achievements of America’s
Public Libraries can only be described as
phenomenal! This has been a personal tri-
umph for members of your profession, for
you have overcome the persistent obstacle
of insufficient financial and material re-
sources, and substituted your own precious
human resources and initiative to make
available books, periodicals and a host
of other services to millions of eager
Americans.

Today, we can proudly claim more than
7,100 public libraries throughout the na-
tion. And as a result of your dedicated
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In this past year we've in-
stalled a $100,000 com-
puter system that offers
you a totally new program
to simplify your bindery
preparation. We call it
H.E.L.P.-Heckman’s Elec-
tronic Library Program.
This program will simplify
your work and actually cut
your bindery preparation
time by 1/3 to 1/2. New
simplified forms give you
a total and continuous
recycling record of each
publication at your finger-
tips. It’s really revolution-
ary...and it's from the
originators of 28 day ser-
vice. Ask your Heckman
representative for H.E.L.P.
Write or phone. Better
yet, come and visit us.

THE HECKMAN
BINDERY, INCORPORATED

NORTH MANCHESTER, IND. 46962
TELEPHONE (219) 982-2107
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sfforts, our public libraries here in North
arolina are providing our citizens with a
Passport through fime and space —a pass-
Port which allows anyone to walk with
crates in ancient Athens, to travel with
rco Polo in his Journey to the East, to
Xplore with our Astronauts the Wonders
of Space . . . to take part in a hundred
ousand intriguing adventures of the mind.

As o member of the 92nd Congress, |
8m pleased to report to you that, this year,
We have been successful in obtaining higher

Unding than last year for the Library

rvices and Construction Act — which,
9 you probably know, is the principal
federa] legislation that provides financial
GSsistance to our Public Libraries. | am much
8ss pleased to acknowledge that over the
E“S'r three years, the Nixon Administration

Gs consistently tried to slash appropriations

or Federal Education and Library Pro-
Srams, On each of these occasions, the
lr"“iOrity of the members of Congress—
Ncluding myself — have voted for appro-
Priations which were more realistic and
More in harmony with the vital needs
N this area. This has not been an easy
Struggle, but our legislative victories clear-
Y express the consensus of Congress that
Sur Education and Library Programs are
Vital 1o the general welfare of the nation.

This year, the Administration planned to
b_'-‘dget only 18 million dollars for Public
brary Services under the Library Services
Ond Construction Act . . . @ sum which
Would have provided exactly nothing for
Necessary Public Library construction, re-
Novation, alteration or facilifies purchase.

the Congress had not objected, it would
have meant the lowest Public Library ap-
Propriation since 1964. But with the ap-
Proval of both the House and the Senate,
We increased the figure to 49.2 million for
Services, and 9.5 million for construction,
"enovation, alteration and facilities.

'fiow, lefs take a look at what this
Qction means to us in North Carolina.
N the current fiscal year, North Carolina

has been allotted $1,087,000 under the
new Title 1 compared with a total of
$908,000 under the comparable Titles last
year. Under Title 11, Library Construction
Programs, our state should receive $204,000
in fiscal 1972, as compared with $151,000
for fiscal 1971. And finally for programs of
Inter-Library Cooperation under Title 111,
North Carolina is allotted $52,000 this
year compared with $44,000 last year.

There is much crucial work to be done
with these funds, and | am proud of my
own role, and the role of the Congress
in securing them for your purposes .
and we can do better.

Since | became a member of the House
Appropriations Committee, | have become
even more acutely aware of the importance
of the proper priority in government spend-
ing. There is only so much money in the
Federal Budget, and it is largely incumbent
upon my Committee to decide where it
must be spent most wisely, and in the
interest of the most people. As | have said
many times before, the essential question
is not will the money be spent, but where
will the money be spent? There are those
who have branded me a “Big Spender”
because | helped to override the president’s
veto of the bill which contained library
funds.

But, let me say this: | cannot and will
not, in good conscience, support the ex-
penditure of billions of taxpayers’ dollars
for a luxury SST airliner, or to bail out
the creditors of flagging railroads or poor-
ly-run giant industries, when there are 18.5
million Americans who lack the reading
ability for practical survival in the United
States! This is a very real question of
priorities. | would take the same action
again . . . and | believe my judgement
would be supported by the people of
North Carolina.

The passport | spoke of a few moments
ago — the passport you are providing into
the intriguing adventures of the mind — has



The most complete book wholesaling service in the South
from people who know what libraries are all about!

BOOKS Our large new book ware-
house in Atlanta is located to give
Southern libraries the speediest pos-
sible delivery. Order any U. S. book in
print. Initial shipment will be made
from our huge inventory and the
balance at appropriate intervals. Our
system makes it easy for you to order
as no special forms are required. All
we need is the author, title and pub-
lisher in any form. Liberal discounts
are given. Come see how we operate
and meet our people. There is a stand-
ing invitation for librarians to visit.

BOOKS WITH CATALOG CARDS
Josten's produces its own catalog cards
from the world's largest commercial
selection of titles. Choose from two

Here’s experienced

systems: 3C (Sears subject headings)
or 3C/LC (LC cataloging from MAR

tapes). An infinite variety of custome’
call number options is available.

BOOKS FULLY PROCESSED ]Jo¥
ten's American Library Line manufaC
tures book jackets, cards and pocket® |
right in Atlanta. This ensures fastest (
possible processing, greatest economy
and the highest quality control.

LEASE BOOKS Books for our leas?
plan are shipped from Atlanta. EHN™
inate disposal problems for books I |
temporary demand. Now you can pU
new titles in circulation on or befo
publication dates and avoid purchas?
costs. Choose from a complete ranf’
of plans for libraries of all sizes.

service for Southern
Librarians from Josten’s

Josten's book warehouse in Atlanta, the largest in the South.




Tony Vernon (left below) is General Manager of
Josten’s American Library Line, a company he
founded in Atlanta in 1957. Tony produces the
quality jackets, pockets and hook cards for our
Atlanta book processing center. Ken Boyd (right)
is Marketing Director. He received his MLS from
Drexel and worked in acquisitions and as an
assistant librarian.

Bo Horton (above left) is General Manager of
Josten's Monarch Book Company in Atlanta. With
over 25 years in book wholesaling he can solve
many of your acquisition problems. Call him collect
any time (404-691-7200). He's nice to talk to.
Howard Thompson (right) head of Monarch Lease
Plan also has over 25 years of library experience.
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Please send me additional information

’ on the items checked here.
% [JBooks
OProcessed and cataloged books
LIBRARY SERVICES DIVISION [ Book leasing
4070 Shirle we SW ;i Tt
Atlanta '5:"3335% O Library supplies catalog
Ose Catalog cards (Sears subject
e healdmgs)
[J3C/LC Catalog cards (LC subject
headings)
[JPlease have your local representa-
School or Library tive call
Address Other
City
State Zip
Librarian
- -
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been denied to millions of our people
because of their lack of ability to read
and to understand the thoughts which flow
from well-prepared reading materials.

We recognize that reading is the key
factor in the individual’s ability to fulfill
his own potential and to compete for a
meaningful place in today’s complex world.
The age in which we live is increasingly
marked by accelerating change and the
necessity to accurately evaluate new con-
ditions and situations. An uninformed peo-
ple cannot possibly hope to respond ef-
fectively to these new challenges . . . but
an alert and educated people need have
no fear of change and challenge.

Our Libraries must play a vital role
as depositories of our collective human
legacy, and as significant contributors to
stamping out the remaining vestiges of
illiteracy and reading failure in our nation.

Dr. James Allen, the late Commissioner
of Education, left us another great chal-
lenge when he said in 1969, “We must
set for ourselves the goal of assuring that
by the end of this decade . . . no one
shall leave our schools without the skill and
desire necessary to read to the full limits
of his capacity.” In 1970, a Right To Read
Office was established in the Office of Edu-
cation, with the prime responsibility to pull
together the energies of over sixty Office
of Education Programs. lts purpose was to
launch a concentrated attack on reading
failure and underachievement. Just last
month, the Office announced that ten of

pro

ion” isi in
the nation’s most promising read gbei 7

grams had been identified, and are
offered to educators in an effort 10 ° "
courage their adoption across the count

I think this is very heartening news.

| believe the potential contributions ‘h::
the nation’s Public Libraries can make b
the “Right to Read” program are numef"'ii_

In the areas of publicity, cooperative [€" . 'I
ing arrangements with teachers and P
ents, providing facilities and ma1erif:l-“ 4 |
groups who are willing to tutor child
and adults, library orientation session®
young and old readers . . . and ct:'l""t;!is
other areas, you can help to make ©°
statewide and nationwide effort @ g:e'
sounding success. The Right to Read can his
come a new way to reclaim American o
tory as we approach our 200th annivers?
in 1976.

The American Public Library — the Noh?:
Carolina Public Library — has a proud ‘
tory of accomplishment in the past: '
custodian of the diary of the human r"re_
and has an exciting challenge in the fU

We are deeply grateful to you for e
contributions you are making towarq .
enlightenment and general welfare ©
people. As one who truly hornors the 9
tradition you have established and P°
petuated, | give you my assurance thot 7'0:3
will continue to have my admiration, ¢
and my support.

re
Thank you again for inviting me fo sha
this special occasion with you today-

e

Associated Libraries, Inc.
CHILDREN'S CLASS A PREBOUND BOOKS

Our catalog cards and processing service saves fime.
Our cards and kits arrive with books.

A-V MATERIALS

Send for our free catalogs.
ASSOCIATED LIBRARIES, INC.

229 N. 63rd Street — Philadelphia, Pa. 19139




