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STATEMENT ON LABELING

An Interpretation of the LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS

Because labeling violates the spirit of the LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS.
the American Library Association opposes the technique of labeling as a
means or predisposing readers against library materials for the following
reasons:

1. Labeling is an attempt to prejudice the reader, and as such it is a
censor’s tool. .

2. Although some find it easy and even proper, according to their ethics,
to establish criteria for judging publications as objectionable, injus-
tice and ignorance rather than justice and enlightenment result from
such practices, and the American Library Association must oppose
the establishment of such criteria.

3. Libraries do not advocate the ideas found in their collections. The
presence of a magazine or book in a library does not indicate an
endorsement of its contents by the library,

4. No one person should take the responsibilty of labeling publications.
No sizable group of persons would be likely to agree either on the
types of material which should be labeled or the sources of informa-
tion which should be regarded with suspicion. As a practical con-
sideration, a librarian who labels a book or magazine might be sued
for libel.

5. If materials are labeled to pacifv one groun, there is no excuse for
refusing to label any item in the library’s collection. Because authori-
tarians tend to suppress ideas and attempt to coerce individuals to
conform to a snecific ideology, the American Library Association
opposes such efforts which aim at closine any path to knowledge.

Adopted July 13, 1951
Amended June 25, 1971, by the ALLA Council.

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM STATEMENT

An Interpretation of the LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS

The heritage of free men is ours. In the Bill of Rights to the United
States Constitution, the founders of our nation proclaimed certain funda-
mental freedoms to be essential to our form of government. Primary among
these is the freedom of expression. specifically the right to publish diverse
opinions and the right to unrestricted access to those opinions. As citizens
committed to the full and free use of all communications media and as pro-
fessional persons responsible for making the content of those media accessible
to all without prejudice. we. the undersiened. wish to assert the public interest
in the preservation of freedom of expression.




