NorTH CAROLINA LIBRARIES

THE SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR
LOOKS AT HIS LIBRARY

In In order to evaluate any activity con-
structively, one must have a clear under-
standing of its possibilities. The school ad-
ministrator evaluates the school library in
terms of what he knows about the function
of Iibraries, and many superintendents re-
ceive their concepts from seeing the libraries
which we school librarians operate. Among
school administsators in the nation who have
a comprehensive idea of the place of the
library in the school program is Dr. John
Coulbourn of Garden City, New York. In
his book Administering the School Library,
Dr. Coulbourn lists certain questions which
he considers in an informal evaluation of
school library service. It would seem worth
while for each school librarian to examine
her local situation in the light of a selection
of these questions and to make adjustments
to improve the service which her library
gives.

1. Is the selection of library materials a
co-operative undertaking of the entire
school staff and the pupils?

2. Does the library provide reference and
enrichment materials for all grade
levels and for each subject in the cur-
riculum.

3. Does it provide a sufficiently wide
range of recreational reading that the
varied interests of the pupils may find
satisfaction?

4. Is it administered by a professionally
trained and well-qualified librarian
who has the vision of the increasingly
important role the librarian will play
in the modern progressive school?

5. Is there a definite, continuous program
of “in-service” training outlined and
followed by the librarian?

6. Is the library adequately staffed in
order to furnish the services required
by the school’s educational program?

7. Is there ample financial support of the
school library?

8. Is there an effective program for in-
terpreting the school library and its
services to the public, the staff, and to
the pupils?
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Is the library so administered that it
ives effective, « and accurate

Are pupils

for the eff J library tools

such as inc ibliographies, general
and catalogues?

Does the library offer opportunities for
free-reading and browsing?

Does it offer sympathetic aid in the
solution of pupils’ extracurricular
projects and interes

opportunities for dis-
ts, and projects?

Does it enlarge the pupil’s knowledge
of magazines and periodicals?

Are there library activities planned to
stimulate the reading habit and to im-
prove personal reading standards?

Does it furnish adequate information
concerning occupations and car

Does it aid in the program of teaching
boys and girls how to study

Does the librarian co-operate with the
director of guidance in furnishing in-
for the pupil cumulati
records?
Mary PeEacock DoucLas.
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