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Southeastern Library Association Meeting, October 23-26, 
1946 
By Hallie Sykes Bacelli 

The 12th biennial Conference of the Southeastern Library Association was held at George 
Vanderbilt Hotel, Asheville, N. C., October 23-26, 1946. More than 500 Librarians and 
Friends of Libraries from Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia attended. 

Outstanding speakers for the General Sessions were: Hudson Strode, Teacher of Creative 
Writing, University of Alabama, and author of books on Finland, Story of Bermuda, and 
South By Thunderbird, who spoke on "A Traveler's Impression of the Scandinavian 
Countries Today"; Dr. Tommie Dora Barker, Dean of Emory Library School, who summarized 
activities of "Libraries in the Southeastern States, 1942-1946"; Dr. Louis R. Wilson, 
University of North Carolina, who by proxy told of the "Southeastern States Cooperative 
Survey of Libraries"; Paul Howard, Washington Public Relations Representative of A.L.A., 
who stressed "Libraries Must Learn to Live Together"; Hoyt Galvin, Director of Mecklenburg 
County and Charlotte (N. C.) City Library, who demonstrated various audio-visual 
machines and spoke on "Audio-Visual Opportunities and Obligations of Libraries"; and 
Mary U. Rothrock, President of A.L.A., whose subject was "Libraries and the South Today." 

Dinner and luncheon speakers included: Trustees Luncheon: William T. Polk, Greensboro 
(N. C.) Library Board Member and Editor, Greensboro Daily News, who spoke on "What's In 



A Library"; School and Children's Sections: Glen Blough, specialist in science with the U. 
S. Department of Education, who spoke of his adventures in writing Monkey With A Notion, 
and adventures with teachers of science; and General Dinner Meeting: Mrs. Christine N. 
Govan, author of many children's books, most popular of which is Those Plummer 
Children, who spoke humorously of her family life and writing under the subject of "My Life 
in an Ivory Tower." Various State Library Association members and Library School Alumni 
had reunion breakfasts and luncheons. 

Sectional meeting programs included: County Librarians: Business meeting and joint 
meeting with the Public Library Section; Hospital Librarians: Organization meeting and 
talks by Anna L. Howard, Della Shapleigh, and Mary Frances Slinger; address by Dr. H. F. 
Corson; talk, "Organization and Servicing of a Small Medical Library," by Mildred Jordan; 
Reference Section: Talks, "Present State of Reference Work in the South," by Mrs. Brainard 
Cheney; "Reference Work in Public Libraries," by Alma Hill Jamison; and "Reference Work in 
College and University Libraries," by Georgia H. Faison; Catalog Section: Talks, 
"Reorganizing the Library Collection in the College of William and Mary," by Margaret 
Galphin; "Modernizing the Catalogs of Two Alabama Libraries," by Clyde H. Cantrell, and 
"Centralized Cataloging—a State Aid in Georgia," by Virginia Drewry; Public Library 
Section: "Great Books Discussion on 'The Wealth of Nations'" led by Gordon G. Dupee and 
John T. Barden; Army Librarians Section: Recent developments in Army Library Service 
and Civil Service, outlined by three Service Command Librarians; College and University 
Section: Talks, "Library Program of the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools," by W. Stanley Hoole; "Training for College and University Library Work," by William 
Jesse; and "A.C.R.L. and Its Relation to A.L.A.," by A. F. Kuhlman; School and Children's 
Sections: Talk, "All Good Books for Boys and Girls Have Social Significance," by Helen 
Ferris, and floor discussions of types and subject matter of books which need to be written 
for children. Miss Nora Beust, Specialist in Children's Literature, U. S. Department of 
Education, held well-attended meetings each morning with lively discussions of "Books for 
Children and Young People." 

A welcoming reception was given by the Friends of the Library of Asheville. Tours of 
Biltmore Estate and other local points of interest were arranged. 

Sessions were scheduled to allow time for Board Meetings, Committee Meetings, sight-
seeing, shopping, renewing friendships and browsing through the book exhibits. 

Approximately 30 exhibits prepared by publishers, book binders, and library supply houses 
were on display in the Asheville City Auditorium. Outstanding among the exhibits was the 
Combined Book Exhibit which gave Librarians an opportunity to examine a well-balanced 
selection of the pick of the recent library titles from leading publishers. This exhibit, in two 



sections, children and adult selections, was arranged by the Dewey Decimal Classification 
and printed check-lists were provided to save note-taking for purchase information. As a 
special feature of the book dinner, numbers were drawn for gifts from the exhibitors, some 
30 books, globes, maps and other articles. 

Officers for the biennial ending with the 12th conference were: President, Ola M. Wyeth, 
Savannah (Ga.) Public Library; Vice-President, F. K. W. Drury, Nashville (Tenn.) Public 
Library; Secretary-Treasurer, Alfred Rawlinson, Centre College Library, Danville, Kentucky. 
Presidents of the nine State Library Associations served as members of the Executive 
Committee. The local committees were headed by Margaret H. Ligon and Annie Westall. 

Officers for the next biennial: President, William H. Jesse, Director of Libraries, University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee; Vice-President, Miss Edna J. Grauman, Head of 
Reference Department, Louisville Free Public Library, Louisville, Kentucky; Secretary-
Treasurer, Miss Sarah Jones, Assistant Director, Textbook and Library Division, Georgia 
State Department of Education, Atlanta, Georgia. 

Note: An article by Louis R. Wilson, University of North Carolina, "Southeastern Library 
Association's First Quarter Century" appeared in the Southern Packet, October 1946, to 
give a review of the "Accomplishments of the Southeastern Library Association ... a 
conference small enough for close contacts and free discussion, and giving opportunity to 
consider library problems in the light of Southern conditions, social and economic, and 
taking into account the stage of library development in the South" ... 

 

Public Library Service Demonstration Bill 
By Marjorie Beal 

The Public Library Service Demonstration Bill has been reintroduced in both houses of 
Congress. Senator Lister Hill of Alabama and Senator George D. Aiken of Vermont 
introduced the bill in the Senate on January 6, 1947. It is numbered S. 48 and has been 
referred to the Committee on Labor and Public Welfare. Nine of the thirteen members of 
the new Senate Committee supported the bill last year. Hearings have been scheduled for 
May 16, by the sub-committee on Education. 

Congressman Thomas A. Jenkins of Ohio, influenced by library conditions in his home 
county, introduced on March 10, 1947, an identical bill in the House of Representatives. It 
is H. R. 2465. Chairman McKeown of the Committee on Education and Labor has referred 



the bill to a sub-committee on which Honorable Graham A. Barden of New Bern is the only 
Southern member. 

The Act Provides 
1. $25,000 per year for five years to set up in each State rural library 

demonstrations. There is no danger of federal control. Demonstrations would work 
like this: 

a. Federal funds to be used in areas without public library service, or in areas 
with limited library service. 

b. Areas to comprise one or more counties. 
c. Demonstration periods to extend for two or more years. 
d. The area to promise to support the service by local, county, and state funds 

at the termination of the demonstration. 
b. An additional $25,000 to $75,000 for each of the five years. The 1947 North 

Carolina General Assembly appropriated money which can be used to match such 
federal allocations. 

To secure committee hearings and the passage of the bill, the North Carolina Congressmen 
need your expressions of approval, your requests for copies of the bills, and your reasons 
why North Carolina is concerned and needs this help. 

Write to Senators Clyde R. Hoey and William Umstead, Senate Office Building; Hon. 
Graham A. Barden, House Office Building; and to the Congressman from your district. 

North Carolina has benefited from three demonstrations of public library service: (1) The 
Julius Rosenwald Fund demonstration helped in Davidson and Mecklenburg Counties; (2) 
the WPA Library Program with books, bookmobiles, and trained supervision; (3) the TVA 
Library Program in the six Western counties. All these demonstrations have set up 
standards of service, have provided books and extension of services. Three hundred 
thousand North Carolinians still live in areas with no public library service! 

When the Commissioner of Education approves the plan submitted by the North Carolina 
Library Commission the money would be allocated beginning the July 1st following the 
passage of the act. 

Questions and Answers 
These questions have been asked: 

1. What chance for a library demonstration would _____ County have? The 
demonstration area might be in any section of the state where there is (a) an 



expressed desire for more books and improved service, (b) a willingness to 
cooperate and to take advantage of the opportunities. 

2. What will the demonstration offer? 
a. Books of all types according to the reading ability and reading desires. 
b. A bookmobile to distribute books in all parts of the area. 
c. A trained, qualified, experienced librarian to direct the service, to order books 

and to see that the people know and enjoy good books. 
3. What will it cost a county? Federal funds would supplement county, state, and 

local funds. Population, area to be served, wealth and the available book stock will 
determine the cost of service. 

Mr. Hoyt Galvin, Director of the Public Library of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County, is the 
North Carolina Coordinator of the Federal Relations Committee. Let him know your 
questions and send him any comments from the Congressmen. 

 

1947 General Assembly 
No state-wide library bills were introduced at the 1947 sessions of the General Assembly. 
Several library bills affecting only one county or town were passed. 

The Appropriations Committee increased State Aid to Public Libraries, by voting $275,000 
for each year of the biennium 1947-48 and 1948-49. 

Four million dollars in the Permanent Improvement Appropriation Bill for new library 
buildings or additions to present buildings was voted for various State institutions. 

Work by the people back home: Improved and extended library service, discussions by 
librarians and trustees, letters and telegrams which were evidenced in the attitude of 
Legislators. Never before was there as much concern shown for library appropriations; 
never have libraries had such excellent opportunities for progress. 

 

North Carolina Bibliography 
Compiled by Mary L. Thornton 

This is the third in a series of North Carolina bibliographies, the first and second appearing 
in the February, 1944, and February, 1945, issues of North Carolina Libraries. Books are 
limited to those published during the past seventeen years. 



III. History 
Allen, William Cicero. The annals of Haywood County, North Carolina. [Waynesville, N. C., 
The Author, 1935] 628p. illus. $3.25. 

Allen, William Cicero. The story of our state, North Carolina, by W. C. Allen ... in 
collaboration with Clarence W. Griffin. Raleigh, N. C., The Dixie Press, 1942. 958p. illus. 
$.80. 

Alley, Felix Eugene. Random thoughts and the musings of a mountaineer. Salisbury, N. C., 
Rowan Printing Company, [1941] 529p. illus. $2.50. 

Arnett, Alex Mathews. The story of North Carolina, by Alex Mathews Arnett with the 
collaboration of Walter Clinton Jackson. Chapel Hill, University of North Carolina Press, 
1933. 496p. illus. $1.00. 

Bonner, Lottie Hale. Colonial Bath and Pamlico section, North Carolina. Aurora, N. C., 
Author, 1939. 46p. illus. $.60 pa. 

Brown, John P. Old frontiers; the story of the Cherokee Indians from earliest times to the 
date of their removal to the West, 1838. Kingsport, Tenn., Southern Publishers, Inc., 1938. 
570p. illus. $3.50. 

Chamberlain, Mrs. Hope (Summerell). This was home. Chapel Hill, The University of North 
Carolina Press, [c. 1938] 328p. $3.50. 

Cheshire, Joseph Blount. Nonnulla; memories, stories, traditions, more or less authentic. 
Chapel Hill, The University of North Carolina Press, 1930. 255p. $4.00. 

Connor, Robert Digirs Wimberly. North Carolina, rebuilding an ancient commonwealth. 
Chicago, The American Historical Society, Inc., 1929. 4v. illus. o.p. 

Crittenden, Charles Christopher. The commerce of North Carolina, 1763-1789. New Haven, 
Yale University Press, 1936. (Yale historical publications. Miscellany xxix) 196p. $2.50. 

Daughters of the American Revolution. North Carolina. Society. Roster of soldiers from 
North Carolina in the American Revolution. Durham, N. C., The Society, 1932. 709p. $6.50. 

Demond, Robert O. The loyalists in North Carolina during the Revolution. Durham, N. C., 
Duke University Press, 1940. 286p. $3.00. 

DeRossett, William Lord, ed. Pictorial and historical New Hanover County and Wilmington, 
North Carolina, 1723-1938. Wilmington, N. C., W. L. DeRossett, 1938. [110]p. illus. 



Edmunds, Pocahontas Wight. Land of sand: legends of the North Carolina coast. 
Richmond, Va., Garrett and Massie, inc., [c. 1941] 35p. illus. $1.00. 

Garden Club of North Carolina. New Bern, cradle of North Carolina. [Raleigh, N. C., 
Edwards & Broughton Company], 1941. v.p., illus. $2.00. 

Griffin, Clarence W. History of old Tryon and Rutherford counties, North Carolina, 1730-
1936. Asheville, N. C., Miller Publishing Company, 1937. 640p. illus. $10.00. Order from 
Author, Forest City, N. C. 

Griffin, Clarence W. Western North Carolina sketches. Forest City, N. C., The Forest City 
Courier, 1941. 96p. illus. $2.00. 

Hammer, Carl. Rhinelanders on the Yadkin, the story of the Pennsylvania Germans in 
Rowan and Cabarrus. [Salisbury, N. C., Rowan Printing Company, 1943] 119p. illus. $3.00. 

Henderson, Archibald. North Carolina, the Old North State and the new. Chicago, The 
Lewis Publishing Company, 1941. 6v. illus. o.p. 

Hollingsworth, Jesse Gentry. History of Surry County; or, Annals of northwest North 
Carolina. Greensboro, N. C., W. H. Fisher, pr., c. 1935. 280p. illus. $3.00. Order from Author, 
Mount Airy, N. C. 

Howell, Andrew Jackson, jr. The book of Wilmington. Wilmington, N. C., Wilmington Stamp 
& Printing Company, 1930. 206p. illus. $2.00. 

Johnson, Guion Griffis. Ante-bellum North Carolina; a social history. Chapel Hill, The 
University of North Carolina Press, 1937. 935p. $6.00. 

Lawrence, Robert C. The state of Robeson. Lumberton, N. C., [New York, Printed by J. J. 
Little and Ives Company], 1939. 279p. $3.00. 

Lefler, Hugh Talmadge, ed. North Carolina history, told by contemporaries. Chapel Hill, 
University of North Carolina Press, 1934. 454p. $3.50. 

Mead, Martha Elizabeth (Norburn). Asheville, in the land of the sky. Richmond, Va., The 
Dietz Press, 1942. 188p. illus. $3.00. 

Moore, James Lewis. Cabarrus reborn; a historical sketch of the founding and development 
of Cannon mills company and Kannapolis, by James Lewis Moore and Thomas Henon 
Wingate. Kannapolis, N. C., Kannapolis Publishing Company, Inc., 1940. 102p. $1.60. 

Newsome, Albert Ray. The Growth of North Carolina, by Albert Ray Newsome and Hugh 
Talmadge Lefler. Yonkers-on-Hudson, N. Y., World Book Company, (c. 1940) 472p. illus. 
$1.48. 



Newsome, Albert Ray. The presidential election of 1824 in North Carolina. Chapel Hill, The 
University of North Carolina Press, 1939. 202p. illus. (The James Sprunt studies in history 
and political science. v.23, no.1) $1.50. pa. 

Owen, Mrs. Mary (Barrow) editor. Old Salem, North Carolina ... sponsored by the Garden 
Club of North Carolina. [Winston-Salem, N. C., Lithographed by Winston Printing 
Company, c. 1941] 173p. illus. $2.50. Address Mrs. L. F. Owen, 1087 Kent Road, Winston-
Salem, N. C. 

Peattie, Roderick, editor. The Great Smokies and the Blue Ridge; the story of the southern 
Appalachians ... New York, The Vanguard Press, [1943] 372p. illus. $3.75. 

Puett, Mrs. Minnie Stowe. History of Gaston County. Charlotte, N. C., The Observer Printing 
House, Inc., 1939. 218p. illus. $3.00. 

Separk, Joseph H. Gastonia and Gaston County, North Carolina. [Kingsport, Tenn., 
Kingsport Press] 1936. 109p. illus. 

Sherrill, William Lander. Annals of Lincoln County, North Carolina. Charlotte, N. C., [The 
Observer Printing House, Inc.] 1937. 536p. illus. $2.50. 

Sitterson, Joseph Carlyle. The secession movement in North Carolina. Chapel Hill, The 
University of North Carolina Press, 1939. (The James Sprunt studies in history and political 
science. v.23, no.2) 285p. $1.25. pa. 

Skaggs, Marvin Lucian. North Carolina boundary disputes involving her southern line. 
Chapel Hill, The University of North Carolina Press, 1941. (The James Sprunt studies in 
history and political science. v.25, no. 1) 250p. $1.25. pa. 

Smathers, George H. The history of land titles in Western North Carolina ... Asheville, N. C., 
Miller Printing Company for the Author, 1938. 148p. illus. and pamphlet supplement with 
corrections. $5.00. 

Smith, Mrs. Seth Lewis. North Carolina's Confederate monuments and memorials, N. C., 
United Daughters of the Confederacy, North Carolina Division, Raleigh, 1941. 131p. illus. 
Apply Author, Whiteville, N. C. 

Sondley, Foster Alexander. A history of Buncombe County, North Carolina. Asheville, N. C., 
Advocate Printing Company, 1930. 2v. illus. $10. 

Sons of the Revolution. Mecklenburg chapter, Charlotte, N. C. Mecklenburg in the 
Revolution, 1740-1783. [Charlotte, N. C., Sons of the American revolution, 1931] 114p. 
illus. $1.00. 



Storm, W. W. Wilmington, where the Cape Fear flows to the sea. [Wilmington, N. C., The 
Author, 1933] 128p. 

United Daughters of the Confederacy, North Carolina. Prize essays ... Mrs. J. W. Pinker, 
historian, 1935-1936. [Raleigh, N. C., Edwards & Broughton Company, 1936] 178p. illus. 

United Daughters of the Confederacy. North Carolina Division. Prize essays, 1941-1942 ... 
Mrs. W. L. Johnson, historian. [Raleigh, N. C., Edwards & Broughton Company] n.d. 143p. 
illus. pa. 

Warren, Jule Benjamin. North Carolina yesterday and today. Raleigh, N. C., [Edwards & 
Broughton Company, c. 1941] 328p. illus. $.55. 

Watters, Fanny C. Plantation memories of the Cape Fear country. Asheville, N. C., Stephens 
Press, [1944] 45p. illus. $1.00; $.75. pa. 

Watts, George Bryon. The Waldenses in the new world. Durham, N. C., Duke University 
Press, 1941. 309p. illus. $3.50. 

Williams, Samuel Cole. Dawn of Tennessee valley and Tennessee history. Johnson City, 
Tenn., The Watauga Press, 1937. 495p. illus. $5.00. 

Winslow, Ellen Goode (Rawlings). History of Perquimans county as compiled from records 
found there and elsewhere. Raleigh, N. C., Edwards & Broughton Company, 1931. 488p. 
illus. $10. 

Writers' Program. North Carolina. Charlotte, a guide to the Queen city of North Carolina ... 
sponsored by Hornet's nest post, no. 9, American Legion. [Charlotte, N. C.] News Printing 
House, 1939. 74p. illus. 

Writers' Program. North Carolina. How North Carolina grew ... sponsored by North Carolina 
historical commission. Raleigh, N. C., The News and Observer, 1941. 98p. $.25. pa. 

Writers' Program. North Carolina. How they began—the story of North Carolina county, 
town, and other place names ... sponsored by the North Carolina Department of 
conservation and development, Raleigh, N. C., New York, Harlan Publications, 1941. 73p. 
$.75. pa. 

Writer's Program. North Carolina. Raleigh, capital of North Carolina ... sponsored by the 
Raleigh sesquicentennial commission. [New Bern, N. C., Printed by Owen G. Dunn 
Company, 1942] 170p. illus. $1.00. pa. 

Yadkin County (North Carolina) record book v.1, 1939. Yadkinville, N. C., James Williams 
Printing Company, [c. 1939] 97p. illus. 



 

Supplement to Directory of N. C. Libraries 
• Cromartie, Miss Thelma, Bladen County Public Library, Elizabethtown, N. C. 

• Faison, Miss Margaret J., Sampson County Public Library, Clinton, N. C. 

• Hodgin, Mrs. Allie Austin, Appalachian State Teachers College, Boone, N. C. 

• Moore County Library, Southern Pines, N. C. 

• Sampson County Public Library, Clinton, N. C. 
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