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The Southeastern Library Associa-
tion opened its 13th biennial session
on October 20, 1948 in Louisville,
Kentueky. The total registration was
497 with North Carolina being repre-
sented by 56 registrants. North Caro-
lina was also well represented in sec-
tion chairmanship: Ben Powell, Col-
lege and University Librarians; J.
Isaac Copeland, Reference Librarians;
and Eloise Camp, School and Chil-
dren’s Library Section. Charles R.
Brockmann was chairman of exhibits
and Marjorie Beal, chairman of the
Nominating Committee and a mem-
ber of the Activities Committee.

At the first general session Louis-
ville’s library-minded Mayor Charles
P. Farnsley welcomed the librarians
and library trustees to the city. This
enthusiastic greeting was a forerun-
ner of the hospitality and many cour-
tesies extended to the group by Louis-
ville and the state of Kentucky. Dr.
Errett MceDiarmid, president of the
American Library Association,
brought greetings from A.L.A. and
assured the Southeastern Library As-
sociation of the interest the nation-
al organization has in the program
and activities of this regional asso-
ciation. North Carolina’s Clyde Smith
responded to these greetings in her
own gracious and inimitable way.

It was with real regret that the
members of the association learned of
the illness of Dr. Louis R. Wilson who
was to present the report of the
Southeastern States Cooperative Lib-
rary Survey. His excellent paper was
read by Helen Harris.

The guest speaker at this session
was Ralph McGill, editor of the At-
lanta Constitution. Mr. McGill im-
pressed the entire audience with his
sincerity and understanding of the
problems, both social and economic,
with which the South is faced. He
warned that the South has its own
Iron Curtain which is lack of informa-
tion and education. He urged the
librarians to look forward, not baclk;
to be encouraged by what has been
accomplished, not frustrated by the
obstacles that have to be overcome,

At the close of this session the
conference was entertained at a recep-
tion at which the Louisville Library
Club, the Louisville Free Public Lib-
rary Staff Association and the Ken-
tucky Library Association were hosts.

The other general sessions were
concerned with a discussion of the
Southeastern States Cooperative Lib-
rary Survey and the report of the
Activities Committee. The discussion
of the survey pointed up the need for
cooperative action and the assump-
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tion of leadership on the part of the
Southeastern Library Association in
Lelping solve regional and state prob-
lems. The Activities Committee pro-
posed an organization and a program
for making such leadership possible.
It was emphasized that state asso-
ciations should give individual con-
sideration to the report of the Activ-
ities Committee and be prepared to
direct its members to accept or re-
jeet these recommendations at the
next Southeastern meeting. A copy
of the report will be included in the
Proceedings.

It was also decided io invite A.L.A.
to hold a regional meeting in the
South in 1949.

The following officers were elected:
President, Clarence E. Graham, Lib-
rarian, Free Public Library, Louis-
ville, Kentucky; Vice-President, Elli-
nor G. Preston, Director of School
Libraries, Richmond, Virginia; and
Secretary and Treasurer, W. P. Kel-
lam, Assistant Librarian, University
of North Carolina Library, Chapel
Hill, North Carolina.

One of the high points of the meet-
ing was the traditional Book Dinner.
Virginia Kirkus talked about current
books that are important and amazed
all who had not previously heard her
with her knowledge of the current
offerings as well as with her ability
as a book reviewer. A surprise
feature of the dinner was the award-
ing of door prizes contributed by
various Southern industries. Azile
Wofford was the master of cere-
monies and should have been awarded
the title of “Master of Wit and Hu-
mor.” North Carolina contributed:

vamp table In antique walnut fin-
ish from Morgan Furniture Co.,
Asheville, North Carolina.

Leather portfolio with fillers and
individual pads for each guest from

Champion Paper and Fiber Co., Can-
ton, North Carolina.

Box of Eeusta Air Mail stationery
from Ecusta Paper Corp., Pisgah
IForest, North Carolina

Six pairs of Mojud hosiery from
Mock, Judson, Voehringer Co., Grecns-
boro, North Carolina.

Set of Stuart Nye handwrought
Jjewelry from Stuart Nye Silver Shop,
Asheville, North Carolina

Sukseription to the Southern Packet
from  Stephens Press, Asheville,
North Carolina

Complimentary Camels for each
guest from R. J. Reynolds Tobacco
Co., Winston-Salem, North Carolina.

The publishers also contributed
books, candy and other items as
prizes.

It would be impossible to mention
all of the excellent section programs
but the talk by Willie Snow Etheridge
at the County and Regional Section
meeting on “Russia’s Pattern of Con-
quest” deserves special mention.
Those who were fortunate enough to
attend the luncheon of the School
and Children’s Library Section were
charmed and highly entertained by
Mrs. Mebane Holomon Burgwyn’s talk
on “Writing Books for Youth.”

Another special feature of the con-
ference was the after breakfast re-
views of children’s books. Louise
ed in gold on the little note-books
Moore of Appalachian State Teachers
College was the reviewer at one of
the morning programs.

The entire association feels obli-
egated to Southern Packet for making
available the excellent summary of
the survey and to the committee
members and section officers from
North Carolina who helped make the
13th annual convention of South-
eastern such a memorable one.



